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Sheriff Ken J. Mascara

St. Lucie County

Sheriff Ken J. Mascara’s
Message
To the people of St. Lucie County:

Your Sheriff’s Office faced a wide variety of
challenges in 2012, ranging from extraordinarily
severe weather to the changing face of drug abuse to
a transition in leadership. In addition, we investigated
major cases of fraud, sexual abuse and gang activity.
Deputies met all of these challenges with
professionalism and determination, working tirelessly
to make St. Lucie County a safe place to live, raise
children, earn a living and enjoy the blessings of our
beautiful environment.

Combatting drug abuse in all its forms continued
to be one of my top priorities. With Florida’s
prescription drug database well established, drug
abusers continued to probe the system for weaknesses
in order to obtain powerful — and highly addictive
— prescription painkillers. This has become
increasingly difficult, and some abusers sought
substitute drugs in the form of methamphetamine,
also highly addictive.
Deputies in 2012 shut down a dozen “meth labs”
operating in quiet residential neighborhoods
throughout St. Lucie County. These were small
operations in which drug addicts “cooked” their
drug of choice using highly volatile chemicals. After
shutting down these labs, it was necessary to call in
a team of experts from the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration to safely clean them up and remove
the chemicals without putting neighborhoods at risk.
Also in 2012, we worked to combat the sale of other
dangerous drugs known as “Spice” and sold in some
convenience stores as “bath salts.” In May 2012,
detectives arrested store employees and seized more

than 1,000 packets
of “Spice” at seven
convenience stores
where undercover
detectives posing
as drug purchasers
obtained the illegal
drug. Numerous other
undercover operations led to hundreds of arrests for
the sale of cocaine, marijuana and other street drugs.

Sheriff’s Office members worked for more than
a year in partnership with the Hanley Center, an
addiction treatment facility based in Vero Beach, to
present a “drug abuse summit” in September 2012 at
Indian River State College in Fort Pierce. The event
brought state and local officials together with medical
professionals to educate the public about the dangers
of addiction and to explain efforts to deal with it by
law officers, therapists and others.
The year 2012 saw the retirement of Major Michael
O. Monahan, who served the people of St. Lucie
County for 37 years, rising in the ranks from
a Deputy at the county jail to Director of Law
Enforcement. I promoted Captain Michael Graves
to succeed Major Monahan, whose career was
characterized by decades of integrity and hard work
to keep St. Lucie County safe.

There were many successes in our investigative work
throughout the year. One was the arrest in April of
Edgar Perez, 30, who abducted and raped a St. Lucie
County woman in 2004. A DNA sample taken when
Perez was arrested in Collier County on unrelated
charges matched DNA obtained at the St. Lucie
County crime scene eight years earlier. Another

ON THE COVER:
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t. Lucie County Sheriff Ken Mascara (left) speaks with Rita Griffith of Vero Beach, the mother of
Port St. Lucie Police Officer Tom Eisert, 40, a U.S. Navy veteran who was battling colon cancer.
Also pictured is Port St. Lucie Police Crime Prevention Officer Steve Camera. The photo was taken at a
fund-raiser for Officer Eisert in Tradition, St. Lucie West. On behalf of the Hundred Club of St. Lucie
County, Sheriff Mascara gave the family a check for $1,000. Officer Eisert died in April 2012.
Photo by Hobie Hiler, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers.
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success was the arrest in late March 2012 of six gang
members following a one-month investigation. In
addition to the seizure of drugs, guns and $17,000
cash, we confiscated a gang “bible” that helped us
identify additional suspects and methods of gang
operations.

During the summer, the Sheriff’s Office and Fort
Pierce Police Department arrested 503 people
on hundreds of charges and seized 20 firearms in
“Operation Street Peace.” Experience teaches us
that paying attention to street crimes — even minor
crimes — leads to the arrest of criminal suspects who
undoubtedly would have committed more serious
crimes if they had remained at large.

In 2012, a consultant to the St. Lucie County
Board of County Commissioners studied three
years of data and determined that the Sheriff’s
Office maintains “an efficient, well-run operation”
at the St. Lucie County jail. Also in 2012, the
county jail attained re-accreditation from the
Florida Corrections Accreditation Commission.
The commision determined that the jail was in 100
percent compliance with all 300 standards of the
commission. The jail has been continuously accredited
since 2000. Our law enforcement operations have
been continuously accredited by the Commission for
Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation since 1996.
Accreditation ensures that we meet the highest and
most modern standards of professionalism in our
operations.
For the sixth time, the Sheriff’s Office in 2012
was named one of St. Lucie County’s “Best Places
to Work” as determined by the St. Lucie County
Human Resource Association which applied 37
criteria in making its determination.

Garry R. Wilson served as Law Enforcement
Coordinator of the 28th annual Florida Police and
Fire Games, which took place in the four-county
Treasure Coast region (including St. Lucie County)
for the fourth consecutive year. The Games brought
thousands of athletes, coaches and family members to
the area, providing a multi-million-dollar boost to the
local economy.
In July, the 26th annual St. Lucie County Sheriff’s
Office Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches Golf
Tournament raised more than $56,000 to help
displaced and troubled children of Florida get a fresh
start in life. This brought proceeds from the golf
tournaments to more than $800,000 to benefit the
Youth Ranches, a charity operated by the Sheriffs of
Florida.

In August, when more than 11 inches of rain fell
within 18 hours in the aftermath of Tropical Storm
Isaac, deputies and city police officers kept the peace,
conducted traffic at intersections where traffic signals
failed and helped people escape from flooded homes.

These and all our other accomplishments would
not have been possible without the support and
encouragement of you, the residents and business
people of St. Lucie County. I want to thank all of you
for joining with us to help our community to realize
its potential in 2012, despite our many and varied
challenges.
Ken J. Mascara

Sheriff of St. Lucie County

In June, St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Chief Deputy
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Leadership

St. Lucie County

A lean organizational structure and clear lines of responsibility
ensure efficiency, effectiveness and accountability.

Chief Deputy Garry R. Wilson
As second-in-command and chief operating officer of the Sheriff’s Office, Chief
Deputy Wilson is responsible for implementing Sheriff Ken J. Mascara’s vision
for the agency. He directly supervises the Departments of Detention, Law
Enforcement, Administration, and Finance and Technology. In addition, he
directly supervises the work of the General Counsel, Internal Affairs Unit, Public
Information Officer, fleet maintenance and facilities management as well as the
Indian River Regional Crime Laboratory.

Adam Fetterman
General Counsel

Lt. Larry Hostetler
Internal Affairs

Major Stephen Reuther – Department of Administration
Major Reuther supervises risk management, training, the School Resource
Deputy Unit, Court Security Unit, Sheriff’s substations, preparation of civil and
criminal court documents and service of civil papers. He also directly supervises
the Professional Standards Division, which includes accreditation, background
investigations of prospective employees, human resources, records and recruitment.

Captain Mark Schimpf
Patrol Support Division

4

Lt. Troy Church
Court Security

Lt. Diane Thompson
School Resource
Deputy Program

Lt. Charlie Scavuzzo
Professional Standards
Division
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Major Michael j. graves – Department of Law Enforcement
Major Graves is responsible for all law enforcement functions of the Sheriff’s
Office, including patrol operations, detectives, bomb and explosives disposal, crisis
negotiations and special weapons and tactics for handling non-conventional threats
to the safety of the public.

Captain david thompson – Patrol Operations
Captain Thompson is in charge of the Sheriff’s Office’s first responders: the uniform
patrol deputies who are on duty throughout the county every day and night of the year.
Captain Thompson also supervises aviation and marine deputies, canine teams, crime
prevention, Sheriff’s Explorer Post 400, the Traffic Unit, reserve deputies and the
Underwater Search and Recovery Team.

Captain jerry rothman – Criminal Investigations
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Special Weapons &
Tactics Team

Lt. Kevin Dietrich

Patrol Shift Supervisor

D

Lt. Brian Scribner

Patrol Shift Supervisor

N

Lt. Dennis Bernas

Patrol Shift Supervisor

U

Captain Rothman gives supervision and
direction to the detectives of the Sheriff’s
Office, who investigate crimes against persons,
property crimes, agricultural crimes and vehiclerelated crimes. He also supervises the Special
Investigations Unit which investigates cases of
narcotics, prostitution and other vice crimes.
Captain Rothman’s division also includes crime
scene analysis and other technical services.

Lt. Doug Hardie

Special Investigations

Lt. Bob Soesbe

Patrol Shift Supervisor

Lt. Stephen Sigmon

Criminal Investigations

Lt. Chris VanDeventer
Aviation Unit
Marine Unit
Reserve Unit
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Toby Long – Department of Finance and Technology
Mr. Long oversees all financial responsibilities of the Sheriff’s
Office, including the preparation and administration of the budget,
grant preparation and administration, and purchasing. He also
supervises the information technology office.

Major F. Patrick Tighe – Department of Detention
The St. Lucie County jail, supervised by Major Tighe, houses incarcerated persons.
Jail staff members are responsible for their care, custody and control. This includes
objective classification to determine housing assignments. Jail staff supervise
the private contractors who handle food preparation and medical and mental
health services. Detention deputies are in charge of detainee work details, and
transportation of detainees to and from court appearances and the state correctional
system, as ordered by members of the judiciary.

Captain Patricia Walsh

Lt. Daniel O’Brien

Lt. Stephanie Lyons

Booking, Intake

Lt. Willie Perry
Shift Supervisor
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Lt. William McMahon
Shift Supervisor

Administration

Lt. Sidney Long
Shift Supervisor

Lt. Ronald Pallack
Shift Supervisor
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The Year in Review:
Noteworthy Events
January 13: A package delivered to the St. Lucie

County Clerk of Courts Office in the courthouse in
downtown Fort Pierce contained a suspicious substance.
Deputies evacuated the courthouse. A county fire district
hazardous materials team was called to handle the
package. Eight deputies and clerk of courts employees
were taken to a local hospital for observation. A Miamiarea laboratory determined early the next morning that
the package contained no toxic substances.

January 20: Sheriff ’s detectives shut down an elaborate

marijuana “grow house” in a quiet residential area in the
Lakewood Park subdivision of northern
St. Lucie County. Investigators arrested
Vero Beach resident Carlos Luna, 29, who
said he was taking care of the house “for
a friend.” The 24 large marijuana plants
found inside the home were capable of
Luna
yielding $180,000 worth of marijuana a
year.

January 24: A St. Lucie County circuit court jury

deliberated for two hours, then convicted Geoffrey Brock
Walter on a charge of racketeering for his part in stealing
money from two “charities” he established: Community
Youth Program, Inc., and Children With Disabilities,
Inc. The Sheriff ’s Office investigation revealed that area
residents were encouraged to donate money — often
$10 or $25 — to the charities, supposedly to send
underprivileged children to afterschool camps and music
programs. Instead, Walter and associate Timothy Cozart
Stiers, spent almost all the money on themselves.

February 4: Palena Rae Dorsey, 59, founder of
Sanctuary Animal Refuge west of Fort Pierce, was jailed
under $75,000 bond for grand theft.
Sheriff ’s detectives said Dorsey looted
a half-million-dollar bequest intended
for the care of animals, using more than
$250,000 to buy cars, a home and other
personal purchases. (See March 29)
Dorsey
February 20: Sheriff Ken J. Mascara announced the

results of “Operation Crackdown.” The operation began
after deputies noticed an increase in street-level drug
sales, particularly sales of crack cocaine. A total of 52
defendants faced 153 drug-related charges resulting from
undercover drug transactions, mostly in northwest Fort
Pierce.
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February 21: The St. Lucie County jail earned

three-year accreditation from the Florida Corrections
Accreditation Commission. (See Page 13)

February 21: Former New York Mets baseball team

clubhouse manager Charles Samuels, arrested in May
2011, pleaded guilty in a New York court to criminal
possession of stolen property and tax fraud. In December
2010, Sheriff ’s Detective Andrew Bolonka assisted in
the investigation by obtaining a witness subpoena on the
management of a self-storage bay in Port St. Lucie where
Samuels had stashed almost 5,000 stolen Mets uniform
jerseys and other items.

February 23: Sheriff ’s investigators arrested Port St.

Brezinski

Lucie resident William C. Brezinski, 24,
charging him with molesting a 15-monthold girl and possession and transmission of
child pornography over the Internet. The
case involved the discovery of the 10th live
victim of an Internet-based sexual predator
in a two-year period.

March 20: The St. Lucie County Board of County

Commissioners received a consultant report on Sheriff
Ken J. Mascara’s operation of the county jail. The report
praised the operation of the jail declaring it “an efficient,
well-run operation.” The report said the county would not
save any money by privatizing the jail.

March 26: A county school bus collided with a tractortrailer loaded with sod west
of Fort Pierce, resulting in
the death of an elementary
school student and two dozen
injuries to children aboard the
school bus. Deputies rushed to
the scene, ordered ambulances
and diverted traffic around the accident scene until state
troopers began their investigation of the crash.

March 29: Sheriff ’s detectives arrested Palena Rae
Dorsey, founder of an animal sanctuary, for 157 counts of
animal cruelty after the shelter was closed in April 2011.
Deputies in February charged her with stealing money
from a bequest intended to care for the animals. (See
August 20)

March 30: Sheriff Ken J. Mascara announced the results
of search warrants served at a North 16th Street, Fort

7

Sheriff Ken J. Mascara
Pierce, home and one on Manth Lane in
Port St. Lucie. Seized were drugs, more
than
$17,000 cash, and a spiral notebook that
turned out to be a detailed gang “bible” with the names of
gang members and details of gang operations.

St. Lucie County

arrest of four Port St. Lucie men for stealing televisions,
computers and other consumer electronics goods from
Walmart stores in St. Lucie County. The month-long
investigation showed that the men were stealing to
support their drug addictions.

Savage, using night-vision goggles, spotted two scuba
divers whose boat had capsized four hours earlier in
the Atlantic Ocean 11 miles east of Fort Pierce. Coast
Guardsmen and deputies had been searching when
Deputy Savage found the divers.

May 9: An undercover operation testing store clerks’
compliance with state laws prohibiting sales of alcoholic
beverages to those under 21 showed disappointing
results. Compliance dropped to 71 percent, down from
83 percent compliance in a previous operation seven
months earlier. Violators were charged with a seconddegree misdemeanor.

traffic stop near 26th Street and Avenue E, Fort Pierce,
when they heard gunshots as bullets whizzed past them
and hit objects behind them. They took cover and called
for assistance. Deputies flooded the area and
arrested Eugene Ward, 16, of Fort Pierce,
on two counts of attempted murder of law
officers. The investigation showed he had
boasted after the fact of shooting at law
Ward
enforcement officers. He was jailed without
bond.

a stolen SUV, sped away from deputies watching a
suspected Fort Pierce drug house in the late morning.
He ran stop lights and signs, rammed deputies’ patrol
cars, cut through a school yard ball field and tried to
run over a deputy when several deputies fired gunshots
at him. Margolis, despite being shot, drove for another
block, struck a tree and tried to run away before deputies
captured him. He was charged with seven felonies
and four misdemeanors. Fortunately, no motorists or
pedestrians were hurt.

March 31: Sheriff ’s Marine Unit Deputy Tony

April 1: Two Sheriff ’s deputies completed a routine

April 11: A dispute over a parking space at an
apartment on Fra-Mar Place led to gunfire and the
arrest of Terence Antonio Tumblin, 25, and his girlfriend
Jamie L. Anderson, 23, for attempted felony murder
and evidence tampering. Tumblin also was charged with
possession of a weapon by a convicted Florida felon.
Tumblin’s two victims of gunshots, David Fernandez, 20,
and Kayla Smith, 19, drove themselves to a local hospital.
Two others were shot at but not injured. Port St. Lucie
police located the suspects’ car a few hours after the
shooting and took the suspects into custody.

April 12: Kerry Arthur Jacob, 48, went to the Sheriff ’s
Office administrative building and confessed to killing
David “Scotty” Smith, 22, in 1986 in Fort Pierce, after he
left a country-and-western bar in downtown Fort Pierce.
April 18: St. Lucie County Sheriff Ken J. Mascara
announced that detectives had obtained arrest warrants
for Edgar Perez, 30, for the abduction and rape of a St.
Lucie County woman in 2004. Perez had been jailed in
Collier County for an offense that under Florida law
required that a DNA sample be sent to a federal database.
DNA evidence from the 2004 case matched Perez’s
DNA, and he was brought to the St. Lucie County jail in
May.

May 3: An investigation by St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s

detectives and Walmart security officers resulted in the
8

May 23: Marco Margolis, 41, of Port St. Lucie, driving

May 25: Sheriff Mascara announced seven arrests in a

month-long undercover operation at stores that sold the
illegal intoxicant
“Spice,” packaged
as bath salts.
Concerned
Bedon
Karim,M Karim,S
Hu
parents had
complained that
their children
were buying the
Prajaputi
Shah
Tortora
substance at stores
in St. Lucie County. Five convenience stores were selling
the illegal drug. Deputies seized more than 1,000 packets
of Spice and seized $58,000 cash. (See page 19)

June 11: The Sheriff ’s Office unveiled a new virtual

imaging body scanner at the county jail. New arrestees
and jailed defendants returning from court are now
scanned by the device which can discover contraband
and other items concealed in body cavities. A U.S.
Department of Justice $190,000 grant paid for the
scanner. A scan on the device takes a few seconds. The
St. Lucie County jail was the fifth county jail in the state
to deploy the state-of-the-art SecurPass scanner which
doesn’t require the subject to disrobe. The scanner does
not use surface rendering imaging technology or software
and doesn’t create soft tissue images, eliminating privacy
concerns. (See page 18)
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June 16-23: Thousands of athletes, coaches, family
members and others converged on the Treasure Coast
for the 28th annual Florida Police and Fire Games, held
in the four-county Treasure Coast region for the fourth
consecutive year. Law Enforcement Coordinator of
the Games was St. Lucie County Chief Deputy Garry
R. Wilson. The Games brought millions of dollars to
area hotels, restaurants and stores in what is normally a
slow time of year for the hospitality industry. Athletes
competed in dozens of events from archery to sport
fishing. (See page 12)

July 5: Deputies arrested Todd W. Stephens, 24, and
Derrick Antonio Bynum, 18, for kidnapping, sexual
battery and aggravated battery after they abducted a
Fort Pierce woman, drove her SUV to a wooded area,
sexually battered her, then drove away. Fort Pierce police
and deputies began looking for the stolen S.U.V. which a
deputy spotted near the scene of the abduction. A pursuit
went from the streets of Fort Pierce to southern Indian
River County where St. Lucie County deputies, assisted
by Indian River County deputies, took the two men into
custody.
July 13: Hundreds of deputies, police officers, fire

fighters and other members of the public safety
community contributed nearly $13,000 at a Sheriff ’s
Office benefit barbecue for 39-year-old Deputy Tommy
Worthington who was stricken several weeks earlier with
a rare auto-immune system disease. He was being treated
at a hospital in Miami when he lost his battle with the
disease July 23. (See page 14)

July 19: Sheriff Mascara announced that the 26th annual

St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office’s Florida Sheriffs Youth
Ranches Golf Tournament in May raised more than
$56,000 to help the displaced and troubled children of
Florida. The Sheriff ’s Youth Ranches golf tournaments
in St. Lucie County have raised more than $800,000. The
Sheriffs of Florida created the Youth Ranches network of
facilities throughout Florida in the 1950s. Deductions are
tax-deductible. The website is youthranches.org.

July 20: A Sheriff ’s Office investigation of a June 17

traffic fatality resulted in the arrest of 52-year-old Jesse
Mcinerney for DUI manslaughter, attempting to leave
the scene of a fatal accident and other charges. In the
crash, Mcinerney drove a van into a 14-year-old girl who
was walking near her home in the unincorporated St.
Lucie County Indian River Estates neighborhood. The
investigation determined that Mcinerney was driving 50
to 60 miles an hour in a 25-mile-per-hour speed
zone at the time of the crash.
ST. LUCIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

July 26: At a news conference in Washington, D.C.,

federal and state prosecutors and drug agents announced
the federal indictment of Fort Pierce residents Sabir
Ahmed, 29, and Mohammad Abu Sayem, 32, charged
with conspiracy to manufacture and distribute illegal
synthetic marijuana known as “JWH-108” or “Spice”
in a case investigated by the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s
Office. The case stemmed from an explosion and fire at a
warehouse bay on South Market Avenue, Fort Pierce, on
December 12, 2011, where the two were manufacturing
the illegal drug. The press conference announced the
results of “Operation Log Jam,” the first-ever federalstate-local operation to combat “Spice.” This included the
arrest by the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office of seven
men at five St. Lucie County convenience stores where
Spice was sold. A month-long undercover operation
preceded the arrests in May.

August 7: Federal and St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s

investigators arrested 23-year-old Brian N. Monroe
for manufacturing methamphetamine at his Sunset
Boulevard home in the Indian River Estates
neighborhood east of U.S.1 and south of Midway Road.
It was the second “meth” lab arrest within two weeks
in Indian River Estates. Sheriff Mascara said that since
statewide controls on prescription painkiller abuse have
tightened, addicts are turning to street drugs including
methamphetamine, in larger numbers.

August 20: Palena Rae Dorsey, 60, who looted a

western St. Lucie County animal shelter of hundreds
of thousands of dollars in 2011 while leaving more
than 100 animals in deplorable conditions, received a
10-year prison term from Circuit Court Judge Gary
Sweet. A Sheriff ’s Office investigation led to charges
of embezzlement and 158 counts of animal cruelty. The
judge also ordered Dorsey to repay $305,000 she stole
from a fund intended to help the animals. (See page 12)

August 27: After 11 inches of rain fell on St. Lucie

County within 18 hours, deputies worked with their
city-police counterparts to direct motorists away from
flooded intersections and directed traffic at stormaffected locations. Fortunately, the heavy rains were not
accompanied by high winds, and only a small number
of homes lost electrical service. The heavy rains were
spawned by Tropical Storm Isaac that missed Florida but
stirred up a swatch of storm clouds stretching from Cuba
to North Florida along the state’s east coast.

August 30: Fort Pierce Police Chief R. Sean Baldwin

and Sheriff Ken J. Mascara announced at a news
conference that their agencies arrested 503 people during
9
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the summer-months Operation Street
Peace. Though many of the arrests were
for minor crimes, Sheriff Mascara and
Chief Baldwin credited the operation with lowering
the amount of violent crime on the streets of northern
Fort Pierce. This was the 10th year that the two agencies
combined forces for a summer street-level operation.

September 28: Hundreds of area residents, public
officials and law officers attended a “drug abuse summit”
at the police training complex at Indian River State
College. St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s officials worked
closely with staff members of the Hanley Center in Vero
Beach to stage the event which featured the participation
of officials from the Florida Attorney General’s
Office Prescription Drug and Special Projects Office,
underscoring the importance of state-local cooperation in
the fight against prescription painkiller abuse.

October 19: Complaints from residents of the
Brocksmith Road area west of Fort Pierce led Sheriff ’s
investigators to serve search warrants at two homes,
shutting down two methamphetamine labs at the homes
and arresting six people. A seventh suspect, Tyler James,
was arrested two days later in St. Augustine. Detectives
had identified him as the mastermind of the two “meth”
labs.

October 17: Sheriff Mascara announced the arrest
of Treasure Coast High School band director Dominic
Madison, 35, for 39 counts of sexual activity with minors
and one count of using a child in a sexual performance.
Madison was jailed under $1.535 million bond.
Detectives also arrested Madison’s girlfriend, Janifer
Thomas, 35, on a charge of being an accessory after the
fact. The Sheriff said she had a legal responsibility to
report the sexual activity to law enforcement and did not
do so.
October 31: As in previous years, School Resource

Deputies, nicknamed the “Pumpkin Patrol,”
supplemented regular zone patrol deputies on Halloween
night, providing a comforting presence for trickor-treaters and their parents, and deterring crime in
residential neighborhoods.

November 2: Detectives arrested 41-year-old William

Daniel Metcalf of Port St. Lucie on nine counts of sexual
battery on a child under the age of 12 by a person over
the age of 18. His victim was a 5-year-old girl.

November 17: A modernized jail video visitation

system became operational, making it possible for people

10
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to register over the internet to schedule visits with
inmates. With more visitation stations than the previous
system, the new system has visitation stations within
secure jail inmate dormitories, and the public visitation
stations are located in the lobby. This means detention
deputies no longer have to escort visitors within secure
areas of the jail, which allows a more efficient deployment
of deputies.

November 20: Detectives arrested Deshon Copeland,

17, of Fort Pierce for the armed robbery of a 16-year-old
boy four days earlier as the boy walked home from Fort
Pierce Westwood High School. Copeland brandished a
gun and pulled a crucifix and gold chain from the victim’s
neck.

December 6: Agricultural crimes detectives arrested
Almus Willis, 44, of Fort Pierce, for animal cruelty in the
case of an emaciated horse that Willis falsely claimed was
under the care of a veterinarian. In fact, a veterinarian
who examined the horse at the request of the Sheriff ’s
Office determined the horse’s condition had deteriorated
to the point that it had to be euthanized.
December 11: After months of investigating, detectives
arested Donairus Johnson, 25, of Fort Pierce, for
attempted first-degree murder with a firearm, possession
of a firearm by a convicted felon, retaliation against a
witness, victim or informant and aggravated assault with
a deadly weapon while on probation. On March 3, he
shot a 34-year-old northern St. Lucie County man in a
residential neighborhood.

December 13: A St. Lucie County circuit court jury

returned a first-degree murder verdict against Greg
Ferraro, of Fort Pierce, for killing Daniel White, 22, on
Aug. 10, 2011, as White sat on his couch in his northern
St. Lucie County (Lakewood Park) home. The shooting
followed a disturbance earlier in the evening at a party at
White’s home. Ferraro admitted firing the fatal gunshots
but claimed he had no intent to injure his victim.

December 15: Dozens of members of the St. Lucie

County Sheriff ’s Office, volunteers and Sheriff ’s
Explorers wrapped a roomful of presents for needy St.
Lucie County families as part of the agency’s annual
Christmas Families charity drive. Sheriff Mascara said
the 2012 charity drive would provide gifts and food
to over 150 families with more than 450 children. The
charity drive also featured the distribution of hundreds of
bicycles for needy children in St. Lucie County.

December 19: Deputies and Fort Pierce Police officers
witnessed a drug transaction at Avenue G and North
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23rd Street, Fort Pierce. They pursued a black pickup
truck driven by the suspect, John Donald Augsten, 47, to
a playground of Dan McCarty Middle School. Austgen
tried to ram several police cars, rammed another and tried
to run over a deputy and a Fort Pierce Police officer who
were out of their cars and fired in self defense, wounding
Austgen and ending the confrontation. Austgen was
hospitalized in Fort Pierce and died in the hospital
December 28.

December 20: Sheriff ’s investigators arrested Charles

Lucie County. After the attack, the victim fled from the
suspect and flagged down a patrol deputy.

December 21: An alert patrol deputy spotted a car

used by Antonio Jermaine Presley, 31, of Fort Pierce, a
career criminal who had just abducted his 31-year-old
former girl friend from the Tropicana processing plant on
Midway Road. Presley fled and rammed a telephone pole,
ending the pursuit. The victim was freed, and Presley was
jailed.

Koch, 25, of Martin County, for the sexual battery of a
female victim who “met” Koch through an online dating
site. The crime took place in a secluded area in rural St.

The St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s
Office participated in the 2012
Chili Cook Off July 14, 2012,
at the Fenn Center in Fort
Pierce. This year’s theme was “The Greatest Moments
in Sports.” The Sheriff ’s Office booth was designed
around the 1999 Women’s World Cup U.S. soccer team
champions.

“Our Chili Cookoff team raised $2,267 for the Boys and
Girls Club,” Sheriff Ken J. Mascara said. “The individual
members of the Sheriff ’s Office and the agency itself
participate in community functions throughout the year
to support the community that has been so supportive of
us.”
The Sheriff ’s Office, in addition to selling hot dogs,
chili, nachos, sno-cones and beverages, held a raffle for a
chance to win a “sports package” with a large cooler full
of sporting items and several gift certificates for dining
out, two free months at Kraken Shoot Fighting donated
by Deputy Jason Wheeler, and a $60 photo session
donated by Heather Jackson.
Chili cookoff committee members were: Pat Walsh,
Mary Lou Puchala, Genynne Rodriguez, Christine
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Giaccone and
Debbie Wesley.

In addition,
agency members
who volunteered
were: Donna
Carmichael,
Heather Gray,
Mr. and Mrs.
Brian Hester, Grant King, Vince and Catherine LaValle,
Kurt Mittwede, Garrhett Mittwede, Michelle Stiers,
Tammy Schwab, Leah Stephens, and Chaplain David
Thompson.
Competition Chili
was prepared by
Mary Gajewski.
Santi Briglia
designed and
painted the booth.
The kids slide and
sno-cone machine
were donated by
Chuck Badger. The chili eating contest participant was
Frank Ferencz. Competing in the Little Miss Chili
Pepper contest was Madison Jackson, daughter of Jeff
and Heather Jackson. Competing in the Little Mr. Chili
Pepper contest was Tony Giaccone, the son of Christine
Giaccone. Competing in the talent contest singing was
Jennifer Perkins.
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Founder of animal shelter convicted

of
animal cruelty and stealing thousands of
dollars intended to care for animals …

In April 2011, authorities removed 167 emaciated
dogs and cats from the Sanctuary Animal Shelter on
Carlton Road in western St. Lucie County.
In February 2012, St. Lucie County Sheriff Ken
J. Mascara announced the arrest of the shelter’s
founder, Palena Rae Dorsey, 59, for stealing more
than $260,000 intended to improve the shelter.

The investigation showed Dorsey had taken money
bequeathed in 2010 to the sanctuary for the care
of animals and spent more than $190,000 to buy a
home, another $26,000 to buy two cars and $34,000
more for personal items including food from fast
food restaurants.
She admitted to detectives that she had converted
the money to personal use claiming she was not in
her right mind at the time.
On March 3, 2012, the Sheriff ’s Office charged
Dorsey with 157 counts of animal cruelty.

On August 20, 2012, after pleading no contest,
Circuit Court Judge Gary Sweet sentenced Dorsey to
10 years in prison and ordered her to repay $305,000
she stole from the fund intended to help the animals.

The animal sanctuary, opened in 2004, was the scene
of an altercation in April 2011 between sanctuary
workers and a couple who came to claim several
dogs they had taken to the sanctuary months earlier.
When sanctuary workers refused to give the dogs to
the couple, deputies were called to the scene. They in
turn summoned county animal control investigators,
who confirmed the deplorable condition of the
animals.
With the help of local, regional and out-of-state
veterinarians and animal protective groups, 167
dogs and cats were given medical care, nourishment
and new homes, and the Sheriff ’s Office began the
investigation that led to grand theft and animal
cruelty charges.

The animals were found to be malnourished, had
little or no veterinary care and were infected with
diseases including heartworms, hair loss, open and
unhealed sores, dehydration, mange, diarrhea, flea
infestation, bad teeth and extreme weight loss. It was
necessary to euthanize 16 dogs due to their medical
condition.

Deputies compete in Police and Fire
Games on the Treasure Coast …

Left to right: Sgt. Rob Pettit, Deputy David
Blatchford, Deputy Tommy Johnson, Deputy
William Morash, and Deputy Wade Courtemanche

Deputy Eric Wax
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Deputy William Morash

Sergeant Rob Pettit

Members of the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office
SWAT Team who won the team gold medal in the
obstacle course event of the 2012 Police and Fire
Games
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Information about crimes in St. Lucie County is available
on the Sheriff’s Office website
One of the services you will find on the St. Lucie
County Sheriff ’s Office website stluciesheriff.com is
CrimeReports. This service lets you select any area in St.
Lucie County and find out what crimes, auto accidents
and other law enforcement events have taken place there.
You can do this for any area and any recent time period.
And it’s free.
Here’s how: On the home page of the website, beneath
the CrimeReports logo is a link called Get Report for St.
Lucie County. Click on that link.
This will take you to a map of St. Lucie County where
you can enter an address in the Search box. From the
Date Range dropdown menu, select a range of dates.
From the Incident Layers dropdown menu, select the
types of incidents you want to see.
When you have made your selections, click “Search” and
you will see a map with icons representing the incidents

you have chosen. Click on an icon, and the details of that
incident appear in a window. When you’ve viewed the
information in the window, click the “X” in the upper
right hand corner of the window to close it.
At the top of this web page, you will see a Sign In link.
From there, you can create an account, which will let you
store the locations you’ve selected and other information
so you don’t have to start over every time you want to
view crime information.
The information on the maps comes from the crime
reports of the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office, Fort
Pierce Police Department and Port St. Lucie Police
Department — all three law enforcement agencies in
St. Lucie County. Information from these agencies’
computers is sent automatically to CrimeReports once a
day, so the information you see is current.
We are sure you will find CrimeReports useful.

St. Lucie County jail earns reaccreditation …
The St. Lucie County jail and Department of Detention
have earned reaccreditation from the Florida Corrections
Accreditation Commission, according to Sheriff Ken J.
Mascara.
“We initially were accredited in 2000, and we have
been re-accredited ever since,” Sheriff Mascara said.
“Accreditation ensures that we continue to attain high
professional standards, reflecting the excellent job done
by the dedicated men and women of the Department of
Detention under the leadership of
Major F. Patrick Tighe.”
Chief Deputy Garry R. Wilson,
Major Tighe and other Sheriff’s
staff members received the
accreditation award at the
commission’s Feb. 21, 2012,
meeting at Howey in the Hills
near Orlando.

In 2009, the St. Lucie County
jail became the first county
detention facility in the State of
Florida to be found in 100 percent
compliance with all 300 standards
of the commission, a feat the
county jail matched again at the
January 2012 site assessment by
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three experienced and highly qualified assessors.

Wanda White, the Accreditation Manager for the
Escambia County Sheriff’s Office, was the team leader.
Lt. Chuck Davis of the Leon County Sheriff’s Office
and Joyce Peach of the Osceola County Corrections
Department were the other two site assessment team
members.

The accreditation standards cover general administration,
fiscal services, written directive system, personnel,
staff training, security and
control, order and discipline,
special operations, admission,
classification and release, inmate
housing, privileges, programs,
clothing and bedding, sanitation
and hygiene, food service,
medical and mental health
services, pharmacy, and physical
plant and safety.

The Sheriff’s Office’s law
enforcement operation has been
Chief Deputy Garry R. Wilson (in uniform, holding certificate)
continuously accredited by the
and Florida Corrections Accreditation Commission Vice-Chair
Florida Commission on Law
and Lake County Sheriff Gary Borders are pictured with St. Lucie
Enforcement Accreditation since
County jail reaccreditation certificate. Between them is St. Lucie
County Sheriff ’s Major F. Patrick Tighe, Director of Detention and the program began in 1996.
a member of the Florida Corrections Accreditation Commission. The
ceremony took place near Orlando at a meeting of the commission.
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Fundraiser helps St. Lucie County Deputy
stricken with rare disease …

Members of the public safety
community of St. Lucie County
turned out in large numbers July
13, 2012, for a benefit to help St.
Lucie County Sheriff ’s Deputy
Tommy Worthington, who was
stricken earlier in the year with a
rare disease. A benefit barbecue
at the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s
Office saw hundreds of law
A benefit barbecue for St. Lucie County
enforcement officers, prosecutors, Sheriff ’s Deputy Tommy Worthington drew
a huge crowd of fellow officers and well
fire fighters and friends donate
wishers.
nearly $13,000 to help Deputy
Worthington, who was being
treated at a hospital in Miami. “Members of the
safety community are a family,” said St. Lucie
County Sheriff Ken J. Mascara. “In a time of need,
our family has closed ranks to help Tommy and his
wife Dana.” Deputy Worthington, 39, joined the

St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office
in 2009 after serving as a police
officer with the Port St. Lucie
Police Department for five years.

St. Lucie County Sheriff Ken J. Mascara (holding cup)
speaks with Acting Port St. Lucie Police Chief John
Bolduc (wearing necktie) at barbecue benefit at the
St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office for Deputy Tommy
Worthington.

NOTE: Surrounded by family members, Deputy Tommy Worthington died July 23, 2012, in a Miami hospital.

“Deputy Worthington was an exemplary law enforcement officer, and all of us in the Sheriff ’s Office family feel a
deep sense of loss,” Sheriff Mascara said.

Sheriff Mascara with Westgate
K-8 kindergarten class:

at Westgate’s Read Across America Day, March 2, 2012. Teacher Jennifer
Harris also is pictured, along with her students.
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Chief Deputy Garry R. Wilson

(second from right) greets students at Weatherbee Elementary School on
the first day of school. Also pictured: Fire chief Ron Parrish (far right),
Deputy Fire Chief George Emerson III (third from right) and Deputy
Roxanne Bourbonniere.
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Operation Street Peace
August 30, 2012
By St. Lucie County Sheriff Ken J. Mascara

Several years ago, Sean Baldwin, Chief of Police
of Fort Pierce, and I began discussing ways our
agencies could work together to suppress violent
activity in the north end of St. Lucie County
during the summer months. We decided to dedicate
resources from both agencies to intensify law
enforcement efforts on the streets.
We called it “Operation Street Peace” because we
believed then —
and now — that
concentrating on
criminal offenses on
the streets would help
keep the community
safe.
Operation Street
Peace took place
from May 31 to
August 18, 2012.
In addition to the
normal patrol efforts
of the Fort Pierce
Police Department
and St. Lucie County
Sheriff ’s Office, we
added another 14
officers, consisting
of eight members of
the Sheriff ’s Office
and six members of
the Fort Pierce Police
Department.

Experience has
shown that when we
pay close attention
to seemingly minor
street crime, we can arrest law violators before they
commit more serious crimes. Equally important, we
send a message to two groups:
- We show the law abiding people living in
neighborhoods that we care about their safety and
security; and
ST. LUCIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

- We show the criminals that we will not put up
with their criminal activity.

I want to thank the good people of Fort Pierce
and St. Lucie County for their
overwhelming support and
for the many tips they gave us
leading to arrests.
Here are the highlights of
Operation Street Peace:

- There were 503 individuals
arrested, with 142 arrested for at
least one felony and 361 arrested
for at least one misdemeanor.

- Of those arrested, 138 were
charged with criminal traffic
offenses, and there were 141
moving violations. There were
also 629 written warnings issued.
- The total value of drugs seized,
including marijuana, cocaine and
prescription drugs, was $15,615,
in addition to $1,129 in currency
seized.

- Most importantly, deputies and
officers confiscated 20 firearms
that are no longer available
to criminals to terrorize our
community.

- In addition, we arrested many
documented gang members.

I want to thank Chief Baldwin, and the members
of his department who worked alongside our
deputies, and I want to thank the community for its
tremendous support of Operation Street Peace and
safe neighborhoods.
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Sheriff’s Major
Michael O. Monahan retires …

Major Michael O. Monahan, who joined the St.
Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office in 1975, retired in
September 2012 after 37 years of distinguished
service. “Major Monahan began his career as
a deputy at the county jail,” said Sheriff Ken J.
Mascara said. “He
rose through the
ranks to become
Director of Law
Enforcement with
the rank of Major.
He excelled at every
assignment. We will
miss his dedication,
leadership and
sense of duty to the
people of St. Lucie
County.”
Among his assignments were supervisor of Road
Patrol, Special Investigations (the drug unit) and
Criminal Investigations (the detectives unit.) As
supervisor of the Special Investigations Unit, he
oversaw cases involving the seizure of tons of
marijuana and pounds of cocaine.

K-9 Mattie sniffs out 36
pounds of marijuana
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As Director of Law
Enforcement, he headed
the Sheriff ’s Office’s law
enforcement response to
the hurricanes and severe
storms of 2004, 2005 and
subsequent years.

Hundreds of members of federal, state and local
law agencies, and members of the public attended
his retirement luncheon August 31, 2012 at Fort
Pierce River Walk Center.

“Major Monahan served the people of St. Lucie
County with honor and creativity,” Sheriff
Mascara said. “He always led from the front and
commanded the respect of everyone at the Sheriff ’s
Office and all other agencies he worked with. He
helped the Sheriff ’s Office make the transition
from serving a primarily rural county to providing
safety and security for a culturally and economically
diverse community that is the home of some of
the most advanced technologies in the State of
Florida.”

Members of the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office
Special Investigations Unit teamed up with patrol
deputies and officers of the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Immigration and Customs
Enforcement September 8, 2012, to intercept
a tractor-trailer that contained 36 pounds of
marijuana in a hidden compartment. The vehicle’s
two drivers also were arrested, and one admitted
to packaging the marijuana at his business, Action
Marine Diesel, of 500 Farmers Market Road, Fort
Pierce. When officers and deputies stopped the
tractor-trailer, St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office
K-9 Mattie alerted to the presence of drugs, leading
to the discovery of the marijuana. K-9 Mattie is
pictured with her human partner, Deputy Michael
Gajewski.
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St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office Crime
Prevention Unit wins statewide award
The St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office Crime
Prevention Unit was named “2012 Crime
Prevention Unit of the Year” by the Florida Crime
Prevention Association.

“The Crime Prevention
Unit takes a proactive,
modern approach to
partnering with residents
and businesspeople
throughout St. Lucie
County, giving people the
tools they need to reduce
the possibility of crime at
their homes or businesses,”
Sheriff Ken J. Mascara
said. “This is a highly
cost-effective way to fight
crime. I’m proud of the members of our Crime
Prevention Unit, and I’m glad they are receiving the
recognition they deserve.”
The Sheriff ’s Crime Prevention Unit received the
award October 18, 2012, at the Florida Crime
Prevention Association’s annual training conference
in Orlando.
The six-member unit is headed by Sgt. Chris Cicio.
In addition to his crime prevention duties, Sgt.
Cicio supervises Sheriff ’s Explorer Post 400 and
the substation deputies.
The Crime Prevention Unit’s programs include:

- Fleet Watch, which now encompasses all
governmental jurisdictions in St. Lucie County,
with training for drivers to observe and report
crime to the 9-1-1 Emergency Operations Center;
- Neighborhood Watch;
- Business Watch;

- Stop Watch, in which parents of school-age
children are stationed at school bus stops to provide
added safety for school children;

based patrols of neighborhoods and volunteers who
patrol waterways by boat;

- The FirstCall
Reverse 9-1-1
system which enables
the Sheriff ’s Office
to make pre-recorded
phone calls to people
in neighborhoods
where there is
an immediate
law enforcement
challenge;

- The Sheriff ’s
Office’s television
show, “10-8,”
which airs on local
government channels and the Sheriff ’s You Tube
channel. The Crime Prevention Unit writes and
produces this show.

The Crime Prevention Unit reviews criminal law
enforcement reports and follows crime trends to
keep neighborhood-based groups informed of law
enforcement challenges in their communities.
Crime Prevention deputies routinely respond to
burglary and theft calls for service and provide
prevention tips to residents and business owners.

In addition, through Operation Identification, the
Crime Prevention Unit allows residents to record
their serial numbers and place numbered decals
specifically referenced to their information on
larger pieces of property.

To learn more about these and other programs of
the Sheriff ’s Crime Prevention Unit, people can
call 871-5303 or visit the Sheriff ’s Office website at
stluciesheriff.com.

- Citizens Observation Patrol, which includes landST. LUCIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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New high-tech virtual imaging body
scanner now in use at county jail

The St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office has obtained
a virtual imaging body scanner, thanks to a federal
Department of Justice grant, according to Sheriff Ken
J. Mascara.
The scanner’s first day of use was May
30, 2012. Deputies use the scanner on all
detainees brought to the jail following
arrest and all jail detainees who leave and
return to the jail.
“We have deployed the SecurPass scanner
to deal with an ongoing issue all jails are
experiencing,” Sheriff Mascara said. “New
arrestees and re-admits from the courts
have been hiding items of contraband
within body cavities. Before deploying the
SecurPass scanner, a detainee suspected of
holding contraband had to be transferred,
in our custody, to a hospital for an internal
x-ray to locate the contraband. Sadly,
with the current ‘pill epidemic’ in Florida, attempts to
smuggle contraband into jails are widespread here and
elsewhere.”
The scanner does not invade anyone’s privacy. It
does not use surface rendering image technology or
software, so no soft tissue images are created. The
scanner “sees” inside a person, not the person’s flesh or
physical features.
The scanner cost $190,000 and came from Virtual
Imaging, Inc., a Canon U.S.A. company. The company
website is virtualimaging-fl.com.
A SecurPass scan takes less than eight seconds.
Someone being scanned does not have to remove
shoes, belt, jewelry or any outer apparel during the
scan. It would take 400 SecurPass scans to equal the
radiation from one chest X-ray.
The St. Lucie County jail is the fifth county jail in the
State of Florida to deploy the SecurPass scanner. The
other four are the jails in Lee, Pinellas, Palm Beach
and Pasco counties.
One U.S. prison in Florida uses the SecurPass
scanner: the Coleman Federal Correctional Complex,
in Coleman, Florida, which is 54 miles northwest of
Orlando in Sumter County. The Federal Bureau of
Prisons of the U.S. Department of Justice operates
the Coleman Federal Correctional Complex.
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The new scanner prevents offenders from smuggling
drugs, weapons and other banned items into the jail.
People are putting prescription narcotics in their body
cavities, making the narcotics difficult to locate with a
traditional strip search.
In Florida, body cavity searches require
a court order, so the Sheriff ’s Office
was interested in a safe, rapid, legal
alternative.
The RadPro SecurPASS uses
transmission imaging to conduct a
virtual body scan. The subject stands
on an automated platform that moves
him or her through the machine, which
scans the body with a half-mm-thick
radiation beam.
As the beam passes through the
detainee’s body, the system measures
how much density is left in the beam.
The information is then processed and relayed to
a computer that reconstructs the image. Deputies
operating the system study the rendering of the
detainee to see if anything looks out of place.
Deputies can look straight through the detainee’s
body, so if there’s something there that shouldn’t be,
the image is there for deputies to see.
The system shows deputies something as tiny as
a small filling in someone’s tooth. If a deputy sees
something that looks suspicious, the detainee is
searched to determine what the object is. About
40 people are booked into the St. Lucie County jail
every day. After detainees arrive at the jail, they’re
processed and scanned. Detainees also are scanned
after making contact with the public — for example,
after a doctor’s appointment, work duty or meeting
with an attorney.
The subject to be scanned does not have to disrobe.
The scanner is also used at the St. Lucie County
jail to scan detainees’ mattresses, linens, shoes and
other items to look for hidden contraband. This has
improved the jail’s search capabilities and also saves
money by saving time. Mattresses with holes were
once discarded, but are now saved and scanned to
make sure that nothing is stashed in them.
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Sheriff’s Office benefits from
Take 25 program
By Detective Suzanne Woodward

The Sex Offender Unit has
partnered with the National
Sheriff ’s Association and the
National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children in the “Take 25”
campaign.
The mission for the “Take 25” program is for parents,
guardians and the community to help children stay
safe. As a continuing effort to prevent the abduction
and sexual exploitation of children, the Sex Offender
Unit has taken a proactive stance to educate both
children and parents.
At community events, we hand out literature on cyber
bullying, social network safety and Internet safety. We
also hand out silly bands, pencils, whistles and book

marks to the kids. The National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children (missingkids.
com) provides personal “passports” and
child I.D. kits that we also distribute.
Fingerprints taken from children are
entered into their Child I.D. kits.
Parents are given the I.D. kits so that
they can complete them with their
child’s personal information, including
a picture.
The Sex Offender Unit encourages everyone to educate
themselves and their children on the potential dangers
in child abduction and Internet safety.
We pride ourselves on the education aspect of our jobs
and would love to speak to any church, school or youth
group about these dangers. Please feel free to contact
us at 772-462-3230 if you or your child belong to a
group that might be interested in educating themselves
on these topics.

“Spice” in St. Lucie County

St. Lucie County Sheriff Mascara announces
results of month-long investigation into illegal
sale of “Spice”

Undercover St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s detectives
in May 2012 visited convenience stores throughout
the county to buy the illegal
intoxicant “Spice” and made
seven arrests, seizing more than
1,000 packets of the drug and
more than $58,000 in cash and
debit cards, according to Sheriff
Ken J. Mascara.

“I received numerous telephone
calls from concerned parents
who told me their children were
able to buy Spice here in St.
Lucie County and that the drug made their children
sick,” Sheriff Mascara said. “That was why I ordered
this investigation, in which undercover detectives
visited every convenience store in St. Lucie County
to see where they could buy Spice.
“The drug Spice is illegal to possess and illegal to
sell, and this operation was aimed at those who were
breaking the law by selling ‘Spice,’”Sheriff Mascara
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said. “This operation is going to continue throughout
the county to make sure convenience stores aren’t
selling this poison to our residents.”
The month-long operation resulted in seven arrests
at five convenience stores:
- Natalie Bedon, 19, of Port St.
Lucie (Shell station, 7961 South
U.S.1);
- Martin Hu, 55, of Pompano
(Shell station, 2475 Midway
Road);

- Masud Karim, 51, of Port St.
Lucie (Food Max, 3030 South
25th Street);

- Deepak Shah, 47, of Fort Pierce
(Citgo station, 4101 Okeechobee Road);
- Marienella Tortora, 50, of Port St. Lucie (Shell
station, 7961 South U.S.1);

- Jikendra Prajaputi, 47, of Port St. Lucie (Dollar
Store, 2557 South U.S.1); and

- Sultana Karim, 39, of Port St. Lucie (Food Max,
3030 South 25th Street.)
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Awards …
Ashlee Mayr, Crime Prevention Unit,
receives Civilian of the Second Quarter
Award from Sheriff Ken J. Mascara

From left to right: Martin County Commissioner Edward Ciampi,
SLCSO Lt. Doug Hardie, MCSO Lt. Colonel Mickey Mann, SLC
Sheriff Ken Mascara and Martin County Engineering Department
Director Don Donaldson. Lt. Col. Mann was present on behalf of
Martin County Sheriff Bob Crowder.
The Martin County Board of County Commissioners recognizes the
St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office Search and Recovery Team with
certificates of appreciation for assisting the Martin County Engineering
Department with an underwater inspection of drainage pipes,
providing valuable assistance and cost-savings to Martin County.

Detective Angela Flowers receives the
Hundred Club Sheriff ’s Officer of the Year
Award from Sheriff Ken J. Mascara

Administration/Law Enforcement
Supervisor of the Quarter

1st – Adam Goodner
2nd – Jim DeFonzo

3rd – Joe Guertin
4th – None

1st – None
2nd – Ashlee Mayr

3 – None
4th – Ed Walko

1st – Santiago Martinez
2nd – John Brady
		

3rd – Rob Barton
Sue Woodward
th
4 – Keith Pearson

1st – Sally Mullins
2nd – None

3rd – Charles Strickland
4th – None

1st – David McKeever
2nd – Karen Hills

3rd – Brian Shackley
4th – James Willingham

Civilian of the Quarter

Detention
Supervisor of the Quarter

1st – Doug Laury
2nd – Stephanie Lyons

3rd – Bob Hasse
4th – Brian Buchko

1st – Daniel Campbell
2nd – Deborah Pate

3rd – Ron Stickney
4th – Drew Soesbe

1st – Michelle Hernandez
2nd – Juan Delgado

3rd – Richard Doss
4th – Darrel Murphy

Patrol Operations
Deputy of the Quarter

rd

Detective of the Quarter

Detention Civilian of the Quarter
Detention Deputy of the Quarter

Patrol Support
Deputy of the Quarter

Volunteer of the Quarter

1 – Louis Ehrhard & Eugene Engelhardt
2nd – Richard Greenhalgh & John Pescino
3rd – None
4th – Rita Gonsalves & Sharon Hill
st

Yearly Awards

Administration/Law Enforcement
Supervisor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Adam Goodner
Civilian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ashlee Mayr
Detective . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Keith Pearson
Detention Civilian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles Strickland
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Detention Deputy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David McKeever
Detention Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian Buchko
Patrol Operations Deputy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Stickney
Patrol Support Deputy  . . . . . . . . . . . Michelle Hernandez
Volunteer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sharon Hill
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Combat Injury
Angela Flowers

Life Saving

Michael Alonge • John Brady • Matt Briglia • Steven Bukowick • Ezell Cooper • Gary Deshon
Erin Flanagan • Tracy Gillespie •Fred Grumminger • Fawziyya Harris • Shawn Hasse • Karen Hills
Latrice Holiday • Pat Ivy • Chris Jadin • Soketa Johnson • Adriano Krecic • James Krause • Jason Livingston
Edward Lopez • Shawn Masters • David Meizinger • William Miller • Jason Paquette • Paul Pearson • Stephen Psarreas
Bob Soesbe • Stan Sokolowski • Nigel Stewart • W. T. Hamilton • Brian Witherow •Steve Wise • Matt Wright

Meritorious Service

John Brady • Jason Cannon • Michelle Hernandez • Cory Speicker

Exceptional Duty

Donna Carmichael • Julie Casals • Robert Lee • Melissa Sangster • Tony Savage

Commendation

Sal Anicito • Charles Badger • Rob Barton • Dave Blatchford • Jeff Buchanan • Frank Byrnes • David Cabrera
David Caglioni • Donna Carmichael • Mark Colangelo • Wade Courtemanche • George Dean • Jim DeFonzo
Scott DeMichael • Tom Elwood • George Emerson • Explorer Post 400 • Erin Flanagan • Angela Flowers
Mike Gajewski • Steve Giordano • Adam Goodner • Tim Goyette • Wes Harbin • Lucius Harris • Ron Harris
Bob Hasse • Chris Hazellief • Michelle Hernandez • Brian Hester • Heather Jackson • Chris Jadin
Grant King • Ed LeBeau • Robert Lee • Tad Leroy • Bob Margerum • Shawn Masters • Andy McIntosh
Trevor McKnight • Ron Messina • Mike Monahan • Terrell Mongo • Sally Mullins • Troy Norman
Mike O’Steen • John Parow • Deborah Pate • Evens Paulvil • Keith Pearson • Paul Pearson
Jennifer Perkins • Kevin Pfeiffer • Alan Porcaro • Dayatra Ragin-Bryant • Brian Rhodes • Jerry Rothman • Mark Sarvis
Tony Savage • Jeff Schoner • Dexter Scott • Steve Sessoms • Mike Sheelar • Steve Sigmon • Luke Sparkman
Tina Speicker • Paul Taylor • Tim Taylor • Randy Tucker • John Verna • Ken Waters • Ron Wentz • Reggie Wittey
Suzanne Woodward • Tom Worthington • Richard Young

Unit Citations

Bomb Disposal Team:

Chris Cicio • Pat Faiella • Larry Hostetler • Kevin Lindstadt • Dan Parrett • Paul Taylor • Ron Wentz

Detention Lobby Clerks:

Elaine Arnell • Rose Debevec • Mary Gajewski • Sherry Raulerson • Marissa Sotomayor • Charles Strickland

Squad F:

Joe Brennan • Ben Deblieck • Troy Glover • Sergio Lopez Alers • Bill Morash • Jeff Serafini • Jeff Ward • Rich Ziarkowski

Fleet Maintenance:

Brian Earl • Tom Elwood • Dale Meadows • Larry Melton • Yoan Rojas • Ed Walko

Human Resources Unit:

Kim Briglia • Mary McCaffrey • Lori Pereira • Cheryl Sands
ST. LUCIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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Identification Unit:

Roxanne Cannon • Eileen Gianquitti • Dena Hamm • Pam Mayr
Tanika Riggins • Michelle Siters • Lara Thiery • Jada Webb

Inmate Work Unit:

David Cabrera • Bob Hasse • Chris Hazellief • Michael O’Steen

Night One:

Antonio Arbona • Robin Arce • Carlos Betances • Deborah Botella • Ezell Cooper • Bernard Cunningham
Francisco Del Rosario • Gary Deshon • Giuseppe Difilippi • David Dionisio • Tracy Gillespie • Thomas Grosse
Robert Hall • Shawn Hasse • Latrice Holiday • Andrew Infante • Judith Kelly • John Lane • Jason Livingston
Marc Mallow • James Martello • David McKeever • Bill McMahon • Fabienne Miot-Cesar • Stephen Mochan
Felix Newkirk • James O’Brien • Estiven Oviedo • Zachery Pressley • Lisa Riedinger • Donald Shirley • Kenneth Smith
John Soto • Darian Spells • Nigel Stewart • Brian Tufte • Vincent Williams

Records Unit:

Jean Bridges • Jo Burger • Dottie Cardillo • Carrie Fage • Kay Long
Diana Morgan • Carrie Rayl • Natalie Smith • Esther Thelusma

SIU:

Lasolomon Archie • Andy Bolonka • Wade Courtemanche • Tim Fulston • Mike Gajewski
Doug Hardie • Jen Hendriks • Santiago Martinez • Yulieth Ortiz • Keith Pearson • Ryan Register
Charlie Scavuzzo • Cory Speicker • Scott Wells • Jamie Wills

Florida Sheriffs Association Award:
Warren Alford • Mark Weinberg

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches Builder Coin Award:

Marie Brazas • Dave Brooks • Jeff Buchanan • Doug Hardie • Kevin Lindstadt
Kurt Mittwede • Chris VanDeventer • Tina Weikert • Jamie Wills

Life Saving (citizenry)

Nick Napoli • Paul Blake • Ramon Perez • Dino Pinder • Dennis Scott • Anne Crehan

Distinguished Service (citizenry)

Geminia Aimable • Dustin Bean • Chris Burrowes • Christopher Gable • Cody Garcia
James Gibson • Bryan Liles • Reverend Theodore Sanders

Miscellaneous

Sheriff’s Office – Business & Industry Award, St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce
Crime Prevention Unit – Crime Prevention Unit of the Year, Florida Crime Prevention Association
Angela Flowers – Law Enforcement Commendation Medal, Sons of the American Revolution
Angela Flowers – Deputy of the Year, American Legion Stephen N. Gladwin Post #40
Angela Flowers – Deputy of the Year, Hundred Club of St. Lucie County
Marc Geisler – K-9 Achievement, ASIS
Marcella Schwartz – Victim Advocate of the Year, 19th Judicial Circuit
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Members of the Sheriff’s Office raise
money and collect food and toys each
year to benefit needy families at
Christmastime.

Christmas Families bicycles: Sheila Randazzo and Sheriff Mascara display some of the bicycles
given to St. Lucie County’s underprivileged children as part of the annual Christmas Kids charity
drive. The bikes and other gifts were distributed the week of Dec. 17. Numerous St. Lucie County
Sheriff’s Office members, volunteers and members of the public joined Sheriff’s Office Explorers to
wrap gifts and prepare them for distribution to the county’s needy families.

Phone Numbers …

All Emergencies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 1 1
Calls for other services:
Sheriff’s Office Switchboard . . . . . . . . . . 462-7300
Headquarters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 462-7300
4700 West Midway Road
Fort Pierce, FL 34981-4825
Port St. Lucie Office
St. Lucie West
250 NW Country Club Drive
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986
Crime Prevention Programs . . . . . . . . .  871-5303
Crime Stoppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-273-8477
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-273-TIPS
Sheriff Mascara’s Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 462-3205

Copy of incident report . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Gun permit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Identification (fingerprints) . . . . . . . . . . .
Records  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Information for
Subpoenas or civil papers  . . . . . . . . .
or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Warrants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

462-3299
462-3214
462-3277
462-3299
462-3265
462-3214
462-3307
462-3219

Volunteer programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 871-5303
School Resource deputy program . . . . .  462-3264
Booking information on jail inmates . . . 
or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Patrol Operations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Criminal Investigations (detectives)  . . . 

462-3450
462-3414
462-3281
462-3230

http://www.stluciesheriff.com
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Deputy Matthew Woods, his K-9 partner Bo (a shepherdBelgian malinois mix) and a youthful admirer at March
17 appearance at Trinity Lutheran Church

Reanna Mesito, 18, of the
St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s
Explorers Post 400,
searches through a vehicle
for evidence during a mock
felony traffic stop scenario
at the Explorer Challenge
competition at the Martin
County Fairgrounds on
Saturday.

Photo by: Eric Hasert, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers.

Rusty Wright, a St. Lucie County
Sheriff ’s deputy, recovers a rifle from
a mock underwater crime scene during
an evidence recovery operations class at
Indian River State College’s Treasure
Coast Public Training Complex pond.

Photo by: Eric Hasert, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers.

Former Port St. Lucie Police Chief Brian Reuther (left) and Sheriff Mascara
in May 2012, when Chief Reuther retired from the
Port St. Lucie Police Department.

Celena Pierce and Sheriff Mascara. On May 30, 2012,
she was honorary “Sheriff for a day.”

St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office
Ken J. Mascara, Sheriff
4700 West Midway Road
Fort Pierce, FL 34981-4825

http://www.stluciesheriff.com

