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On the Cover …
S
ix-year-old Jillie Moore had the Christmas
wish of a typical child. She wanted a bicycle. But
Jillie is unable to use her arms and legs because she
suffers from cerebral palsy.
Her mother, Tami Moore, contacted an
acquaintance, Sheriff’s Sgt. Bob Hasse, a 19-year
veteran of the St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office,
who supervises the work of the St. Lucie County
jail work farm inmate crew. This is a group of
carefully selected convicted detainees, serving their
sentences at the jail, who have skills in carpentry,
plumbing, construction and other fields.
The work farm crew is responsible for more
than 65,000 hours of community-service labor
throughout the year performed for government
agencies and non-profit community groups.
Sgt. Hasse’s research indicated that a specially
constructed bicycle, which Jillie’s mother could
operate from handle bars behind the passenger seat,
would cost more than $4,500 if purchased at retail.
He studied various designs on the Internet before
deciding to custom-build Jillie’s bicycle with the
help of the work farm inmates.
The design required Sgt. Hasse’s work crew, to take
parts from six bicycles and to fabricate additional
components. He enlisted the support of area
business owners, who donated their expertise and
craftsmanship.

Apple Industrial donated bearings and other parts;
Maaco Collision Repair painted the three-wheeler;
Art Attack Graphic Design created the graphics
and Triple T Auto Trim donated seat cushions
that were fashioned into a seat.
Two weeks before Christmas, Tami Moore
brought Jillie to the Sheriff’s Office to get her
Christmas wish. Deputy Charles Badger played
Santa Claus, and Jillie got her first bike ride down
a hallway at the Sheriff’s Office headquarters on
Midway Road.
Sheriff Mascara said: “Each and every day, the
men and women of the St. Lucie County Sheriff’s
Office perform courageously to maintain the
public safety of our community and its citizens.
Just as important, each and every day, behind the
scenes and without much fanfare, members of
the Sheriff’s Office perform acts of kindness to
improve the quality of life of our citizens and our
community. This is just one example. During this
time of holiday spirit and giving, Jillie Moore’s bike
exemplifies the commitment of the Sheriff’s Office
to better our community.
“In our mission to better our community we reach
out to community partners to assist us as we did on
this project. This endeavor was only possible with
their generous support.”

ON THE COVER:
St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office makes a sixyear-old disabled girl’s Christmas wish come true
with a custom-made three-wheel bicycle built by
St. Lucie County Sheriff’s office jail work farm
crew.

(Cover photo by Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers
photographer Juan Dale Brown used by express
permission of the copyright holder, Scripps Treasure
Coast Newspapers.)
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Sheriff Ken J. Mascara’s Message
To the people of St. Lucie County:

The year 2010 posed severe challenges for the
St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office from budgetary
constraints and the changing characteristics of
crime.
I am proud of the efforts of our deputies and
civilians. They worked with professionalism and
efficiency to protect the people of our county
despite these and many other difficulties.

In 2010 we reduced our budget request by more
than 6 percent. We faced a severe reduction in
funds for the School Resource Deputy program
when the school district reduced its financial
support of the program by more than $1 million.

As a result, the school deputy program was forced
to operate with 21 deputies, a reduction of 13
from the previous year. In addition, the two city
police departments reduced their participation in
the program. Nonetheless, school-based deputies
quelled disturbances and removed weapons from
school campuses, often assisted by anonymous tips
from students.

Another of our serious challenges is the alarming
increase in prescription painkiller fraud. This
includes “doctor shopping,” in which someone tries
to get a large number of painkiller prescriptions
from several doctors. Abuse of powerful opiatebased drugs has led to overdose deaths in St.
Lucie County, the Treasure Coast and throughout
Florida.
Our narcotics unit now handles more cases of the
illegal diversion of prescription drugs than street
drugs such as marijuana and cocaine.

Our approach in 2010 had three components:
First, we encouraged people to turn in unused or
unwanted drugs from their medicine cabinets so
they could be safely destroyed instead of falling
into the hands of children, thieves or addicts. We
maintain a secure “drop box” for this purpose in
the lobby of our Midway Road headquarters where
members of the public can dispose of unwanted
drugs during business hours.
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Second, our deputies
worked closely with
public-awareness
groups such as
Narcotics Overdose
Prevention and
Education (“NOPE”)
to give people
the facts about
prescription drug
abuse.

Third, in 2010
detectives arrested
dozens of prescription drug abusers in “Operation
Intervention,” so the abusers would have to face the
consequences of their actions and get treatment.
Sadly, by the end of 2010, Florida remained
the most populous state in America without a
computerized database of drug prescriptions.
This would be an invaluable tool for Florida’s law
agencies.

Another rising tide of criminal activity is economic
crime and fraud, often Internet-based. In 2010 our
Economic Crimes Unit included two detectives to
investigate these cases.
We achieved notable successes in 2010.

One was “Operation Bag Boy.” This involved
more than 500 hours of detectives’ research into
stolen car records. The hard work paid off with the
recovery of 30 stolen cars throughout the state and
the arrest of two suspects. Our partnership with the
Florida Highway Patrol and the private National
Insurance Crime Bureau was crucial to the success
of this operation.

Throughout 2010, the dedicated men and women of
your Sheriff’s Office found creative ways to conserve
taxpayer dollars.
At the county jail, by carefully coordinating the
work of more than 200 faith-based volunteers, we
continued and expanded our programs to provide
educational and other skills to inmates. Jail staff
members also worked with their counterparts at
other jails to save money through bulk purchases of
supplies and sharing the cost of inmate transports.
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Sheriff ’s Message

continued

More efficient management of our headquarters
building’s air handling system saved thousands
of dollars each month for the Board of County
Commissioners, which maintains and operates our
buildings.

second year in a row.

The St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office was named
one of the county’s “Best Places to Work” for the

Ken J. Mascara

All of us at the Sheriff’s Office will continue to work
diligently in 2011 to protect the people and property
of our county.
On a personal note, on July 16, 2010, my mother
passed away after courageously battling lung cancer.
I deeply appreciate all your expressions of sympathy
during this difficult time.

For the second consecutive year, Chief Deputy
Garry R. Wilson was law enforcement coordinator
of the annual Florida Police and Fire Games, 45
olympic-style events that brought more than 4,000
competitors, coaches and family members to the
Treasure Coast in June. They gave a multi-milliondollar boost to the area’s economy.

Sheriff of St. Lucie County

Mission and Values of the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office

Vision:

We want the people of St. Lucie County to have
the most professional criminal justice services
possible. We will accomplish this by providing
responsive, quality, cost-effective service.
Values: We will honor the public trust by treating others
with respect and dignity; communicating with
the public openly and honestly; respecting and
caring for the environment; carefully selecting
our work force and providing equal employment
opportunity for all; treating our employees with
respect; rewarding employees who demonstrate
superior performance; encouraging our employees
to take positive action through innovation and
teamwork; and making responsible use of public
resources.
Mission: The St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office pledges
to protect life and property and maintain order
through a continuing commitment to service,
integrity, the highest standard of ethics, and
respect for individual rights in a diverse population.
Goals:
We will focus on community service, invest in the
work force and live within our means.

We will focus on community service by: supporting
the priorities of our community; listening and
responding to our residents and visitors; cutting
red tape; improving public awareness of Sheriff’s
Office services; improving effectiveness of
internal support services; involving employees
in goal setting and ongoing improvement efforts;
planning, initiating, implementing and evaluating
thoroughly our programs and projects; and
improving our interaction with the community to
promote greater understanding.
We will invest in the work force by: treating
employees as customers; achieving market
competitiveness in wages and benefits; involving
employees in decisions that affect them; and
responding to employee suggestions.
We will live within our means by: operating within
budgetary limits and adhering to financial policies;
seeking new sources of funding; emphasizing
preventive maintenance; and focusing on
continuous improvement of quality, productivity,
efficiency and effectiveness.
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Leadership
Chief Deputy Garry R. Wilson
Chief Deputy Wilson is responsible for implementing Sheriff Mascara’s vision
for the St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office as second-in-command of the agency.
This involves planning and coordinating the work of all agency members. He
also directly supervises the Administration, Finance and Technology, Law
Enforcement and Detention Department Directors, as well as the general
counsel, internal affairs, fleet and facilities management, public information officer
and Indian River Regional Crime Laboratory.

Adam Fetterman
General Counsel

Lt. Larry Hostetler
Internal Affairs

Major Stephen Reuther – Department of Administration
Major Reuther supervises professional standards, which includes accreditation,
background investigations of prospective employees, human resources, records
and recruitment. He also supervises risk management, training and the work
of school resource deputies, as well as court security, Sheriff’s substations,
preparation of civil and criminal court documents and service of civil papers
and arrest warrants.

Captain David R.
Thompson

Patrol Support Division
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Lt. Kevin Dietrich
School Resource
Deputy Program

Lt. Doug Hardie
Court Security

Lt. Jerome Rothman
Professional Standards
Division
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Leadership

Toby Long – Department of Finance and Technology
Mr. Long is in charge of all financial functions of the Sheriff’s Office, including
budget preparation and administration, grant preparation and administration, and
purchasing. He also supervises information technology.

Major Michael O. Monahan – Department of Law Enforcement
The law enforcement activities that Major Monahan supervises include patrol
operations, criminal investigations, bomb and explosives disposal, crisis negotiations
and special weapons and tactics for handling non-conventional threats to public
safety.

Captain Michael J. Graves – Patrol Operations
Capt. Graves supervises and directs the countywide, year-round activities of patrol
deputies, who are the Sheriff’s Office’s first responders. He also supervises aviation
and marine deputies, canine-based operations, crime prevention, Crime Stoppers of
the Treasure Coast, Sheriff’s Explorer Post 400, the traffic unit, reserve deputies and
underwater search and recovery team members.

Lt. Dennis Bernas

Patrol Shift Supervisor

Lt. Brian Scribner

Patrol Shift Supervisor
Special Weapons &
Tactics Team
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Lt. Diane Thompson
Patrol Shift Supervisor

Lt. Bob Soesbe

Patrol Shift Supervisor
Reserve Unit

Lt. Chris VanDeventer
Aviation Unit, Marine
Unit, Crime Prevention
Unit, Crime Stoppers
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Leadership

Captain Mark Schimpf – Criminal Investigations

N

U

The detective functions of the Sheriff’s Office, all of which Capt. Schimpf supervises
and directs, include crimes against persons, property crimes, technical services, such as
crime scene analysis, agricultural crimes, vehiclerelated crimes and special investigations that
consist of investigating narcotics, prostitution and
other vice crimes.
D

C
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Lt. Charles Scavuzzo

Lt. Stephen Sigmon

Special Investigations

Criminal Investigations

Major Patrick F. Tighe – Department of Detention
The Department of Detention, supervised by Major Tighe, operates the St. Lucie
County jail and is responsible for the care, custody and control of those incarcerated
at the jail. This accounts for more than 40 percent of the Sheriff’s Office budget
and personnel. It includes careful classification of detainees, food service, medical
and mental health care, detainee work details as well as transportation to and from
court, and, when ordered by judges, to and from state correctional facilities.

Captain Patricia Walsh

Lt. Willie Perry
Shift Supervisor
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Lt. Stephanie Lyons
Booking, Intake

Lt. Daniel O’Brien
Shift Supervisor

Lt. William McMahon
Administration

Lt. Sidney Long
Shift Supervisor

Lt. Ronald Pallack
Shift Supervisor
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Year in Review: Notable Events

January 8: Deputies re-routed I-95 traffic at the St.
Lucie West exit after a trucker’s load of tires caught fire
under the St. Lucie West Boulevard overpass, weakening
the bridge. The bridge reopened 10 days later.

neighborhoods throughout St. Lucie County as part
of “Operation Countywide.” Arrests took place from
Lakewood Park in northern St. Lucie County to Port St.
Lucie in the southern county.

February 8: Sheriff ’s investigators arrested three men
at a home in a south-county neighborhood where a search
warrant led to the seizure of 25 pounds of marijuana.
February 11: Deputies who were part of a U.S.
Marshals task force helped arrest 23 offenders wanted
throughout the Treasure Coast. Offenses of those arrested
included attempted murder, writing bad checks, federal
tax fraud and prescription drug fraud.

March 29: At a ceremony in Tallahassee, Mothers
Against Drunk Driving recognized the accomplishments
of Traffic Unit Deputies Peter Lamborghini, who made
120 drunk-driving arrests in 2009, and David Caglioni,
who had 109 drunk-driving arrests that same year.
Deputies Lamborghini and Caglioni represented the
Sheriff ’s Office at the ceremony in which 128 officers
from all over the State of Florida were honored.

February 27: County residents dropped off old,
unwanted and unused prescription pills at four locations
throughout the county in “Operation Safe Medicine
Cabinet,” a joint venture of the St. Lucie County Fire
District and Sheriff ’s Office. Those dropping off pills
received gift certificates from local pharmacies.

April 7: Sheriff Mascara announced that serious crime
investigated by the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office in
2009 dropped by 7 percent. At the same time, deputy
service calls and detective workloads continued to increase
for other categories of crime.

February 3: Sheriff ’s narcotics agents, assisted by
the FBI, shut down a $2-million-a-year marijuana growhouse operation at a home in northern St. Lucie County
and arrested
two men at
the home. A
bedroom and
closet were
used to grow marijuana in the house, which was located
in a residential neighborhood near a golf course.

February 18: The Sheriff ’s Office teamed up
with Indian River State College, the National Sheriffs
Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to offer
a one-day training course on jail evacuation and planning.
A federal grant made the training possible at the Treasure
Coast Public Safety Training Complex. Sixty people from
18 jails around the state attended the training session.

March 8: School Resource Deputies arrested Patricia
Davis, 44, a county school bus aide, for child neglect. The
actions leading to the arrest took place one month earlier
on a school bus when the aide failed to take action to
prevent a mentally handicapped student from harming
himself on the way to school.
March 12:
Sheriff Ken
J. Mascara
announced the
arrest of 12 drug
growers and
dealers from
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March 16: Undercover teams visited county
restaurants and convenience stores testing whether
proprietors were requiring proof of age before selling
alcoholic beverages to young people. The results showed
an 85 percent compliance rate with laws banning the sale
of alcohol to those under 21. This was a big improvement
over the 65 percent compliance in a similar operation
five months earlier. School-based deputies conducted
the operation using youthful volunteers under carefully
supervised conditions.

April 1: Armed with a search warrant, Sheriff ’s
detectives entered a Port St. Lucie home, seized a
computer with more than 50 files of child pornography
and arrested 33-year-old Stephen Emery Molnar, who
admitted he trolled the Internet for child pornography
and downloaded dozens of files to his home computer.
Deputies also seized a sawed-off shotgun and charged
Molnar with possession of the illegal weapon.

April 9: Investigators served a search warrant, seized
an assault rifle, a loaded revolver, crack cocaine rocks and
marijuana, and arrested six people at a North 19th Street,
Fort
Pierce,
home. The
assault
rifle was
concealed
under a
pile of logs
next to the
home.
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April 13: Sheriff ’s economic crimes investigators
arrested 66-year-old Sheron Welker Goff for embezzling
almost $300,000 from an electrical contactor and a
lighting business, for which she was the bookkeeper. Most
of the money went for Goff ’s vacations. In 1990, she
began an 18-month federal prison term for embezzling
nearly $1 million from First National Bank and Trust Co.
of the Treasure Coast.
April 29: The U.S. Marshals Task Force, including
federally deputized members of the St. Lucie County
Sheriff ’s Office, arrested 26-year-old Wu Zheng, a
Peoples Republic of China national, wanted by the Czech
Republic for the 2002 kidnap-for-ransom of the daughter
of a businessman. Zheng was arrested near the northern
St. Lucie County home where he had been living.

May 5: Former Port St. Lucie physician Asuncion
Luyao pleaded no contest to trafficking in the painkiller
oxycodone and was ordered never to practice medicine
again. Sheriff ’s drug investigators in 2002 arrested Luyao
for racketeering and manslaughter in the painkiller deaths
of several patients. A 2005 trial resulted in a mistrial, and
she was convicted in 2006 in a second trial. While serving
a 50-year prison term, an appeal court reversed the
conviction and ordered a new trial. The case ended with
Luyao’s plea deal. The state dropped the manslaughter
charges. Luyao received credit for three years of
confinement she had served. She was sentenced to two
years of community control and 10 years of supervised
probation.
May 6: Acting on a student’s telephoned tip to Treasure
Coast Crime Stoppers, school deputies quickly arrested
18-year-old Fort Pierce Central High
School student Jabaui Terell German for
possession of a gun at the school. In his
book bag was an unloaded .25-caliber
semiautomatic pistol. In a separate
compartment of the book bag was a clip
loaded with four bullets.

May 15: On a warm Saturday morning, part-time Jensen
Beach resident Donald T. Hopkin, 60, flying his YAK52 airplane from the Stuart airport, lost control of the
plane and crashed into the
Atlantic Ocean, 150 yards
east of a crowded beach near
Nettles Island. He was killed
by the impact of the crash. A
Palm Beach County Sheriff ’s
helicopter pilot, returning
from a detention deputy’s
funeral in Indian River
County, witnessed the crash

from his airborne helicopter and reported it to 9-1-1 in
St. Lucie County.

May 17: Sheriff ’s deputies arrested 29-year-old John
Wilson at a home in unincorporated St. Lucie County
on Oleander Avenue shortly after Wilson stabbed his
56-year-old mother to death, drove to the Oleander
Avenue home, crashed through the front gate, forced
his way into the home and began fighting with a man in
the home whom Wilson accused of insulting Wilson’s
girlfriend.

May 21: Sheriff ’s detectives arrested two Martin County
residents and a third suspect who didn’t provide an
address, charging all three with prostitution. Undercover
deputies answered Internet ads soliciting “johns,” then
arrested the suspects at a room of a Fort Pierce motel.
May 24: Sheriff ’s fraud investigators wrapped up a
complicated six-month
investigation by arresting
two former employees
of Coggin Motor Mall
of Fort Pierce and the
wife of one of the former
employees for money laundering. The scheme involved
the illegal sale of a 2008 Mercedes S-63 valued at more
than $136,000. The scheme’s mastermind was former
Coggin BMW new car manager Jerry Clark, 47. He used
the proceeds from the sale of the car to open a business in
Vero Beach. St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s detectives seized
the assets of the business after making the arrests.
May 30: Sheriff Mascara announced that the 24th
annual Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches Golf Tournament
on May 8 raised $50,600 to benefit the state’s displaced
and troubled youth. The Youth Ranches (youthranches.
org) are a statewide network of facilities supported by
the Sheriffs of Florida through charitable, tax-deductible
donations. Since 1986, St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Youth
Ranches Golf Tournaments have raised almost $694,000.
June 3: A day after Port St. Lucie resident Tommy
Ray Foster, 30, robbed the Chase bank at Prima Vista
Boulevard and U.S.1, Sheriff ’s detectives took Foster into
custody. An acquaintance of Foster, who received some
of the stolen money from him, learned about the robbery
from a television news report and identified Foster for
investigators.
June 4: Sheriff ’s detectives arrested a second suspect in
the Chase bank robbery two days earlier. Heather Nicole
Woods, 26, the fiancée of Tommy Ray Foster, drove the
getaway car in the robbery.
June 7: A federal judge in Miami sentenced Frank
Pierre, 36, of Pompano Beach, to life imprisonment

Photos by Deborah Silver, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers
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for his part in a multi-kilogram cocaine smuggling
and distribution conspiracy, in a case investigated from
November 2008 to June 2009 by the St. Lucie County
Sheriff ’s Office, federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives, U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration, Florida Department of Law
Enforcement and the Nineteenth Florida Circuit State
Attorney’s Office. The investigation showed that the
drug network was part of a larger cocaine trafficking
organization based in Broward and Palm Beach Counties.
Search warrants served in St. Lucie, Brevard, Broward
and Palm Beach counties resulted in the seizure of 243
kilograms of cocaine powder, 80.5 grams of crack cocaine,
12 firearms, and $114,002 in cash and jewelry valued at
more than $440,000.

June 20-26: The 26th annual Florida Police and Fire
Games, consisting of 45 olympic-style events, took place
on the Treasure Coast. Sheriff ’s Office Chief Deputy
Garry R. Wilson served as law enforcement coordinator.
The games were held on the Treasure Coast in 2003 and
2004, and were so successful that they were scheduled
for the Treasure Coast in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012.
The 2010 Games brought more than 4,000 competitors,
coaches and family members to the Treasure Coast,
pumping millions of dollars into the local economy.

July 18: Following several beach access parking lot
burglaries, detectives began a weekend surveillance
operation. It paid off with the arrest of Vero Beach
residents Ashley Piakis, 20, and
her boyfriend Sean Bradley, 22.
Detectives saw them checking out
cars at a beach access parking lot
south of the nuclear power plant,
then driving to the next beach access to the south where
they stole a purse from a beach-goer’s car. Detectives
charged them with burglary and theft.

July 21: The Sheriff ’s
Office acquired three
new Ford Fusion “flex
fuel” cars for detectives.
The cars use auto gas
or ethanol, saving taxpayer dollars. The Sheriff ’s Office
acquired the cars from a St. Lucie County dealership with
proceeds from a Land Rover seized in a drug case, plus
two high mileage agency vehicles and cash.

July 22: Sheriff ’s investigators filed additional charges
against Anthony James Baez, 26, of Fort Pierce, for
molesting a 9-year-old girl who occasionally
stayed at his home. The arrest followed
Baez’s April 27 arrest for possession of child
pornography he had downloaded from the
Internet on the computer of his employer, a
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Port St. Lucie tire store that fired him following his arrest.
Total bond on the defendant was set at $1.125 million on
17 felony counts.
August 1: A tip to Treasure Coast Crime Stoppers
led to the arrest in northern St. Lucie County of Bobbie
Marshall, accused of shooting a man to death in Fort
Myers Aug. 1 following an argument.

August 12: The St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office
honored its youngest award recipient ever when Sheriff
Mascara presented a life saving award to 10-year-old
Shannon Sears. On June 16, while driving with her aunt,
Daucia Duncan, Ms. Duncan blacked out behind the
wheel. Shannon grabbed the steering wheel and guided
the Toyota Sequoia to safety. (See page 19.)
August 16: Following a rash of burglaries to cars
parked at county beach access points, deputies arrested a
trio of Broward County residents, after a victim of a car
burglary saw the three acting suspiciously in the parking
lot of Pepper Park on North A1A and called 9-1-1.
Detectives charged the trio with four car burglaries.

August 17: Deputies arrested Port St. Lucie resident
Steven Nelson for stealing a political campaign sign after
a county resident snapped a cell phone camera photo of
Nelson walking down the street four days earlier with
the stolen sign under his arm. After deputies received the
photo and investigated, they determined that Nelson had
stolen the sign and charged him with petty theft.

August 25: Sheriff Mascara announced the results of
concentrated summer enforcement operations: 246 arrests,
with the seizure of 15 guns. Deputies solved numerous
burglaries, recovered stolen property and took quantities
of marijuana, cocaine and prescription painkillers off the
streets.
August 26: Detectives armed with a search warrant
discovered a methamphetamine lab at a Buckingham
Terrace, Port St. Lucie home and called in experts from
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration to safely
dismantle the lab. Sergiy Matirniy, 25, who was living at
the home, was jailed the day before on a resisting arrest
charge after a confrontation with deputies outside a
swimming pool supply store in Port St. Lucie. Detectives
charged him with trafficking in amphetamines. The
home’s owner, Natalya Voynarovskaya, was arrested for
possession of an opiate after nine morphine injection vials
were found at the home.
September 13: Sheriff Mascara announced
the results of “Operation Bag Boy” that led to the
identification of 48 cars stolen from New York, that were
fitted with phony Vehicle Identification Number plates
and sold throughout Florida. Following more than 500
hours of detective work in cooperation with the Florida
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Highway Patrol and the private National Insurance
Crime Bureau, 30 of the cars were recovered and two men
arrested. (See page 13.)
September 15: Teams of underage volunteers, under
the supervision of School Resource Deputies, visited
convenience stores throughout St. Lucie County to test
compliance with the state law outlawing sale of alcoholic
beverages to those under 21. Compliance was at 87
percent, a slight increase from the 85 percent compliance
found in a similar operation in March. The Sheriff ’s
Office began the undercover operations in 2004.

October 1: Sheriff Mascara released the name of the
Orlando man who committed suicide inside his car at the
Orange Avenue I-95 rest area that morning by inhaling
a home-made mixture of toxic chemicals that produced
hydrogen sulfide gas. The area had to be evacuated while
St. Lucie County Fire District hazardous materials team
members decontaminated the scene.
October 22: Sheriff Mascara thanked more than
200 clergy members and volunteers who participated in
faith-based programs for jail inmates. The occasion was
the annual luncheon honoring clergy and volunteers
for helping jail inmates make the transition to life after
incarceration.

October 28: A candlelight vigil took place at
the Sheriff ’s Office to increase awareness of the lives
needlessly lost to drug and alcohol addiction. The vigil
was organized by Narcotics Overdose Prevention and
Education (“NOPE”), based in West Palm Beach. It
featured remarks by Ann and Bruce Kindade of Port St.
Lucie, whose daughter, Jaclyn, died of an accidental drug
overdose in July after becoming addicted to prescription
painkillers. The Sheriff ’s Special Investigations Unit in
2010 investigated more cases of prescription drug abuse
than cases involving street drugs such as marijuana,
cocaine and heroin.

October 30 and 31: Deputies from the School
Resource Deputy Section and Traffic Unit provided extra
coverage of residential neighborhoods throughout the
county for Halloween trick-or-treaters and their parents.
The “Pumpkin Patrol” has been a Halloween night service
of the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office since the early
1990s.

November 9: The St. Lucie County Human Resource
Association announced that the Sheriff ’s Office was
named one of St. Lucie County’s “Best Places to Work” in
the category of employers with more than 250 employees.
The award was based on turnover rates, employee
development efforts and 35 other factors. It was the
second year in a row that the Sheriff ’s Office was honored
as one of St. Lucie County’s “Best Places to Work.”
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November 10: Sheriff Mascara announced the results
of “Operation Intervention” that targeted prescription
drug abuse crimes. A total of 77 people were arrested
following a two-month investigation. The goal of the
operation was to intervene in the lives of drug abusers so
that they could face the consequences of their destructive
behavior and get treatment for their addiction.
November 15: A huge fight among students at
Fort Pierce Westwood High School resulted in deputies
arresting 18 students. Investigators determined the fight
was the aftermath of a double homicide in Fort Pierce
the previous weekend. The incident underscored the
importance of a strong law enforcement presence in
schools in a year when the number of such deputies had
to be reduced due to budget considerations.

November 16: Teams of School Resource Deputies
visited stores throughout St. Lucie County that sold
products marketed as incense, such as “K-2” and “Spice,”
which are smoked by young people in search of a “high”
similar to that of marijuana. The first three months of the
school year saw 13 cases of youths taken by ambulance
from schools for emergency treatment of hallucinations,
paranoia and vomiting induced by these substances. The
goal of the operation was to educate store proprietors
about the dangers of these products in hopes they would
stop selling them. Several stores agreed to stop selling K-2
or Spice.
November 19: Sheriff ’s deputies arrested three
women from Fort Pierce who had victimized elderly,
single women throughout St. Lucie County by stealing
their purses, then using stolen credit cards to buy
merchandise at local stores. The three women, ages 18, 23
and 27, targeted women ranging in age from 70 to 96. In
the investigation, deputies obtained statements of victims
and Treasure Coast Square Mall security guards who
wrote down a partial license tag number of a suspicious
car. That information led deputies to find the car in Fort
Pierce and arrest the suspects, one of whom confessed and
implicated the others.
December 2: Nineteen-year-old Michael Rakestraw
of Port St. Lucie was shot in the face and stomach in
the 3400 block of Avenue Q north of Fort Pierce in a
residential neighborhood. Though he was unable to speak
due to his gunshot wounds, Sheriff ’s detectives devised
a system of communication with the victim who nodded
for “yes” or shook his head for “no” to answer questions.
Four days later, Sheriff ’s detectives arrested 18-year-old
Derrick Culver and charged him with attempted murder.
December 7: Sheriff Mascara announced the Dallas,
Texas arrest of a 43-year-old man on 55 charges of child
cruelty, and computer obscenity. Investigation revealed
that Arrandondo Garcia sent obscene e-mail messages
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and images to a 16-year-old St. Lucie County high
school student in an attempt to lure the girl into a sexual
relationship.

December 11: Sheriff ’s Office members and
volunteers wrapped hundreds of Christmas presents for
more than 70 needy families with more than 150 children.
Members of the public, businesses and members of the

Sheriff ’s Office contributed the gifts. Tax-deductible,
charitable donations of cash are accepted throughout the
year to the St. Lucie County Crime Prevention League.
Those who wish to donate can call 772-462-3205 for
details.

Cold Cases …

Photo by Eric Hasert, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers

FORT PIERCE - St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s
Deputy Sgt. Adam Goodner, top left, meets with
detectives, clockwise from center, Ed LeBeau, Fred
Wilson, John Parow and Sindi Garnes (not pictured)
as they compare notes to update a case on a woman
missing since 1984. The group meets once a week at
the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office on Midway
Road to discuss the cases.

radKIDS Safety program … (Rape Assault Defense)
teaches children to yell loud, hit hard and run fast
Photo by Deborah Silver,
Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers

Lindsey Smith, 8, of Port St. Lucie gets in the radKIDS
stance that empowers her to protect herself as
St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Deputy Robert Lee
pretends to be a stranger during a two-hour class
at the Sheriff ’s Office in Fort Pierce.

Seventeen children, predominantly girls ranging in
age from 8 to 12, were screaming at the top of their
lungs inside the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office
one evening, all in the name of safety.

Run fast. “Some kids feel like they can’t say no to
adults,” said Deputy Robert Lee, one of the teachers.
“We give them the confidence to do it.”

For more information on this hands-on training, go
to www.stluciesheriff.com/rad_programs. Seniors and
women are offered classes specifically for their needs.
The schedules with dates, times and locations are on
the website.
Photo by Eric Hassert, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers

They were involved with the national program called
radKIDS, which teaches children to resist aggression
defensively. The class, with five instructors who are
all deputies, lasted for two hours, five nights in a row.
The main mantra to be learned: Yell loud. Hit hard.

St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Deputy Heather Wonderly
reacts to being hit in the knee by Claude Burke, 67,
of Lakewood Park during the eighth day of the Rape
Assault Defense Senior class at the Tropical Island
Community Clubhouse in Fort Pierce. The class is
being taught through the St. Lucie County
Sheriff ’s Office to 18 seniors in 10 daily sessions.
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Law Enforcement Memorial
Ceremony … Sheriff ’s Office honors the memory of the
fallen heroes of St. Lucie County

The members of the St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office
recalled the accomplishments of its fallen heroes May
10, at a ceremony in front of the agency’s administration
building.

The 4700 West Midway Road administrative center is
named after Master Deputy Steve Roberts, one of the five
honored for making the ultimate sacrifice in service to the
community.

from surgery for a work-related injury. Carol Holerger
is the wife of retired St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Sgt.
Denny Holerger. His father, Sgt. Harold Holerger, died
Aug. 26, 1985, when he was struck by a motorist while
directing traffic at Fort Pierce Westwood High School.
Photo by Alex Boerner, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers

Sheriff Mascara, joined by Board of County
Commissioners Chairman Charles Grande, recounted
the accomplishments of the five members of the St. Lucie
County Sheriff’s Office who lost their lives in the line of
duty. The five fallen heroes are: Daniel S. Carlton, the
county’s second Sheriff; William Robert Monroe, the
county’s fourth Sheriff; Sgt. Harold Holerger; Master
Deputy Steve Roberts; and Master Deputy Joe Hover.
Margaret Hover (left, see photo) and Carol Holerger
attended the Law Enforcement Memorial Service.
Margaret Hover is the widow of Master Deputy Joseph
P. Hover, who died in 2005 following complications

Riverside National Bank presents a
$1,000 donation … to the “4 Our Kids” capital campaign for the
new Center for Children at New Horizons.

The 20-bed Children’s Crisis Unit at the Center
for Children is now open on a one-acre campus
next to New Horizons of the Treasure Coast,
4500 W. Midway Road, Fort Pierce. The Crisis
Unit provides a safe and caring environment for
troubled youths ages 6-17 who are experiencing
a mental health or substance abuse crisis.

Pat Alley, Riverside Bank vice president, accompanied by other Riverside officials, make the
presentation of a $1,000 check from the bank to New Horizons. It was immediately doubled by
the Frances Langford Challenge Pledge.
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Pat Alley, Riverside Bank’s president of St.
Lucie County, made the presentation along
with many of her managers of a $1,000
monetary gift from Riverside Bank to New
Horizons. It was immediately doubled by the
Frances Langford Challenge Pledge. Sheriff
Ken J. Mascara is the honorary chairman of the
“4 Our Kids” campaign and Jane Rowley serves
as co-chair.
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Operation Bag Boy …

The St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office in September capped
an 18-month investigation into stolen cars with phony
identification documents.
A total of 48 vehicles were identified as stolen, of which more
than 30 were recovered throughout the state. Those vehicles
have a value of nearly $760,000. Also, two men were arrested
and a third was being sought in connection with the case.
According to St. Lucie County Sheriff Ken J. Mascara,
“Operation Bag Boy” got its name because one of the people
arrested, Luis Ramirez, was running a grocery store from
which he was dealing stolen cars.
This complicated case involved 18 months of work by two
detectives, who put in more than 500 hours on the case.
It began because a St. Lucie County Deputy Sheriff, Lenny
Davis, noticed that the Vehicle Identification Number plate
(the “VIN plate”) on a 2007 Ford F350 pickup truck, looked
suspicious. Luis Omar Ramirez
in November 2008 was trying
to register the vehicle. Ramirez
wanted the out-of-state car to be
titled in Florida. That required
Leon Salvador
Luis Ramirez a VIN verification by law
enforcement. Ramirez owned
Price Choice Food Market, at 2911 Okeechobee Road, Fort
Pierce. He said someone named “Dave” sold him the truck at
the store for about half what it was worth, according to the
“Blue Book,” which sets the value of used vehicles.
Sheriff ’s Office auto theft detectives determined from the
phony VIN plate and Federal Inspection Sticker that the
truck was stolen, and they seized the vehicle. In March 2009,
a sergeant with the Florida Highway Patrol and an agent
of the National Insurance Crime Bureau discovered another
Ford F250 pickup truck with a phony VIN plate and Federal
Inspection Sticker. The National Insurance Crime Bureau is
the investigative arm of the insurance industry. That vehicle
also was sold from the food store owned by Ramirez and had
been reported stolen in New York City.
Then those two investigators got a lead on another Ford
F250 pickup truck at a Fort Pierce address that had a phony
North Carolina title before it was sold in Fort Pierce. The
investigators shared their findings with Sheriff ’s detectives,
and a pattern began to emerge:
Vehicles stolen in New York City were turning up in Florida
with phony North Carolina or New York state titles. In
Florida, the vehicles were being sold at prices far lower than
their actual value.
Sheriff ’s detectives then requested 80,000 records of the
Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
on vehicles registered in Florida between January 2008 and
April 2009 using either a North Carolina or New York title
as the previous states of record. They hand-sifted those
records and came up with about 6,000 likely stolen vehicles
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shuts down car theft ring and recovers
30 vehicles throughout Florida

judging by recent model years, type of vehicles and personally
owned vehicles. Sheriff ’s detectives sent those records to the
National Insurance Crime Bureau.
This tedious, time-consuming work is what real investigations
are made of. In the case of Operation Bag Boy, the results
justified the hard work.
Here are the goals of Operation Bag Boy:
- Identify and recover stolen vehicles with false Vehicle
Identification Numbers (“VIN numbers”) and false federal
identification stickers registered in Florida;
- Arrest those responsible; and
- Deter future thefts.
What’s “cloning” a vehicle? Putting a false VIN number on
a stolen vehicle is known as “cloning.” Criminals clone a
vehicle’s VIN number to conceal the vehicle’s true identity.
With a false VIN number, a false Federal Identification
Sticker and a phony title, a criminal attempts to register the
vehicle with the state Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles, then sells the stolen car and pockets the sale
price.
Who are the victims of cloning? The victims are the owners of
the stolen vehicles, the purchasers who didn’t know they had
bought stolen cars, and the insurance industry which has to
pay the claims for thefts.
Agencies that assisted are: New York City Police Department,
Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles,
Seminole County Sheriff ’s Office, Orange County Sheriff ’s
Office, Volusia County Sheriff ’s Office, Miami-Dade
County Sheriff ’s Office, Broward County Sheriff ’s Office,
Palm Beach County Sheriff ’s Office, Hillsborough County
Sheriff ’s Office, Duval County Sheriff ’s Office, Monroe
County Sheriff ’s Office, Lee County Sheriff ’s Office,
Orlando Police Department, Apopka Police Department
and the Palm Bay Police Department.
Four of the stolen vehicles were recovered in St. Lucie County.
The other 26 were recovered by law agencies throughout the
State of Florida.
Here are the names and charges for the two men arrested by
deputies:
- Luis Ramirez, 33, of Royal Palm Beach, charged with one
count of organized fraud of $50,000 or more (1st degree
felony), two counts of filing false ownership statements to
obtain vehicle titles (3rd degree felony), and one count of
grand theft of a motor vehicle (3rd degree felony.)
- Salvador Leon, 21, of Fort Pierce, charged with one count
of filing false ownership statements to obtain a vehicle title
(3rd degree felony.)
A third suspect, Adan Almonte, of Fort Pierce, is wanted
on four felony charges with a total bond of $250,000. It is
thought that he has left the United States.
ST. LUCIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Court Security Deputy George King …

appointed by Florida’s Governor to Florida Developmental Disabilities Council

Deputy George F. King of the Court
Security Unit has been appointed by
Florida Governor Charlie Crist to the
Florida Developmental Disabilities
Council.
The 12-member council advocates and
promotes meaningful participation in
all aspects of life for Floridians with
developmental disabilities.
The Council’s purpose is to engage in advocacy, capacity
building, and systemic change activities that contribute to a
coordinated, consumer and family directed, comprehensive
system of community services. Individualized support
enable individuals with developmental disabilities to
exercise self-determination, be independent, be productive,
and be integrated and included in all facets of community
life, according to the council’s website, www.fddc.org.
King, 53, has been a member of the St. Lucie County
Sheriff ’s Office since June 1995. King was nominated to
the council by Deborah Linton, Executive Director of
ARC Florida.

He started working with Special Olympics about 10 years
ago. He has been honored twice as volunteer of the year
for Special Olympics, St. Lucie County. He ran a golf
tournament for Special Olympics for six years that raised
more than $125,000.
King started the only aftercare and summer program
through ARC of St. Lucie for people with developmental
disabilities that is still running today. He is a member of
the Board of Directors for ARC of St Lucie.
In 2010, he was instrumental in saving the Special
Olympics, St. Lucie County program when the county
wanted to stop funding it.
He has served as the agency director for the Law
Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics. He has
been a regional director for the torch run for three years.
He is responsible for Region 9, which includes St. Lucie,
Indian River, Okeechobee, Highlands, Glades, Hendry,
Palm Beach and Martin counties.
This region was one of the only regions that had an increase
in fund-raising proceeds last year over the year before.

Sheriff ’s Office Bike Patrols …
Sgt. Rick Ziarkowski, Patrol Operations

The Sheriff ’s Office Bicycle Patrol Unit has shown its
usefulness and effectiveness as a tool of law enforcement.
Bikes can be economical and practical, regardless of the area
that the agency
must patrol. A
deputy who rides
a bicycle has the
unique ability to see
crime, stop crime,
and arrest offenders
in ways that are
often more difficult from a patrol car.
Mobility is a primary benefit of bike patrols, which began in
the summer of 1992. Bike patrols take place throughout St.
Lucie County, with an emphasis on areas where they can be
especially beneficial. Every patrol shift has at least one deputy
with a bicycle in the trunk of his or her patrol car for use as
patrol supervisors deem appropriate.
A patrolling bicyclist can travel through crowds, yards, parks,
over sidewalks, pathways, into narrow passageways and easily
jump curbs. During festivals and special events, a bicycle patrol
is an excellent way to enforce crowd control. The deputy can
2010 ANNUAL REPORT

quickly be mobilized from anywhere in the crowd, and is then
able to cover much more distance than if he or she were on
foot. Additionally, in crowded situations, there is less danger
of injury to pedestrians or other motorists from a bicycle.
This same maneuverability gives the deputy the capability to
approach to individuals in a personal, non-threatening manner.
The size and appearance of a patrol car are not as “friendly” as
a bike. A bike-riding deputy can become a powerful influence
in developing positive relationships with people who live and
work in the community. The bicycle can be especially effective
in building trust with children who may be interested in it,
and its equipment.
This trust and accessibility can encourage citizens to be less
apprehensive about approaching deputies in times of need, or
with information and tips.
Bike deputies also experience personal benefits. Many
deputies have become bicycle enthusiasts and have altered
their lifestyles to include more exercise and healthy eating
habits. Along with better health, deputies experience a deeper
commitment to their work, and for many, bike patrol has
become a pleasurable experience.
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Operation Intervention …
to help people get off addicting painkillers

On Nov. 10, 2010, Sheriff Ken J. Mascara announced
“Operation Intervention” with 77 arrests throughout St.
Lucie County. The goal was to help people who were not
able to help themselves. An arrest is an intervention for
someone who is not thinking clearly and is addicted to
drugs.
Here is Sheriff Mascara’s statement with details of the
operation:
“Two weeks ago, in front of the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s
office, we held our first-ever ‘N.O.P.E.’ (Narcotics Overdose
Prevention and Education) candlelight vigil.
“At that vigil, Bruce and Ann Kinkade shared the
heartbreaking story of their beautiful daughter, Jaclyn, who
became addicted to Oxycodone and fell into a spiral of
despair until her untimely death on July 4, at the age of 23.
Sadly, Jaclyn is only one of 75 who have died so far this
year on the Treasure Coast as a result of prescription drug
overdoses.
“In 2009, 101 people died on the Treasure Coast as a result
of a drug overdose. As you can see, this is a very serious
problem, not only for our area, but also the State of Florida
and our nation.
“As that vigil was taking place, the Special Investigations
Unit of the St. Lucie County Sheriffs Office was identifying
prescription drug dealers in our community. Many were
ordinary people, who through their own addiction to these
very potent prescription drugs, decided to sell them for
money to support their own addiction.
“The primary drugs targeted were Oxycodone and
Roxicodone, which are more commonly referred to as
“blues.” These drugs by far are the most abused and
addictive drugs which are out there today.
“Many people think that because a physician prescribes
these drugs to you, they must be safe. This is normally

true when these prescriptions are taken according to a
doctor’s instructions. However, the propensity for abuse
of these drugs is high. This is a growing trend across the
United States and St. Lucie County, with prescription drug
overdoses up by 3 percent.

“This two-month operation called ‘Operation Intervention’
identified 77 individuals. As of this morning, 67 have been
arrested. A total of 2,800 pills and two pounds of marijuana
were seized.
“The objective of this operation was not only to arrest these
individuals but to intervene in their lives when they are not
thinking clearly because of addiction to these drugs. These
arrests will help each and every arrested person with his
or her battle with addiction and hopefully, prevent a death
like those that we are seeing all to often.
“Our hope is that these people will now take advantage
of programs which are in place to help them with their
addiction. The process for living drug-free is a struggle for
many people, and it not only affects them but all of their
loved ones.

“This operation was conducted so those who can’t take the
first step to sober living will be forced to get clean and once
again become the people they used to be -a son, a daughter,
a father, a mother, a friend.
“The St. Lucie County Sheriffs Office remains committed
to identifying, targeting and helping members of our
community and their families to deal with their addictions
to these powerful drugs. If you or family members are in
need of assistance, do not ignore the problem or wait. We
have put together a pamphlet which will assist you and
your family members to gain the help and support needed
for your addiction.”

Florida Police & Fire Games … held on June 21 & 22, 2010
Chief Deputy Garry R. Wilson
is law enforcement coordinator

Deputy Sean Kane golfs
at Florida Police and
Fire Games

Deputy Robert Pettit recorded
a second-place finish in the
35 to 39 age group in the
competition called “Toughest
Competitor Alive.”

Photos by Guy Kitchens, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers
Page 15

ST. LUCIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Sheriff ’s Office Deputies …

serving search warrant at Port St. Lucie home reveals methamphetamine lab
Detectives of the St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office serving
a search warrant at a Port St. Lucie home in late August
2010 found a methamphetamine lab, evacuated nearby
homes and sent for a team of federal experts to deal with
the lab.
Technicians from the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration went to the home, determined there was
no immediate danger, and left after about an hour. They
returned the next morning to remove dangerous chemicals
and other items from the home, Sheriff Mascara said.

“The search warrant at 1386 Buckingham Terrace, Port St.
Lucie, resulted from the arrest of the home’s owner, Sergiy
Matirniy, who told swimming pool supply store employees
he wanted to buy chemicals, possibly to make bombs,
according to the employees,” Sheriff Mascara said.
Matirniy, 25, went to the Pool Spa Chemicals store at 8627
South U.S.1, Port St. Lucie, late in the
afternoon and asked to buy chemicals to
make chloroform, Sheriff Mascara said.
“When the store’s owner refused, Matirniy
began talking about “September 11th” and
making bombs from acid.

When Matirniy left the store empty-handed, the store’s
owner called 9-1-1, and a deputy went to the store. The
deputy found Matirniy sitting in his car, the interior of
which was loaded with wires, switch boxes and other
strange items.

Matirniy at first refused the deputy’s order to get out of the
car but eventually complied.
Deputies arrested him for resisting an officer without
violence.

Based on the ramblings of the suspect inside the store and
the materials found in the car, Sheriff ’s detectives believed
the Buckingham Terrace home might contain explosives.
They obtained a search warrant to look for explosives at the
home.
In addition to arresting Matirniy, deputies also arrested his
girlfriend, Natalya V. Voynarovskaya, 24, a
licensed practical nurse, after finding nine
auto-injection vials of Hydromorphone
Sulfate (morphine) at the home.

Kids at Hope …

Deputy Sal Anacito, Sheriff ’s Explorer
Law Enforcement Advisor (center)
with Scruff (left) and McGruff.

McGruff the
Crime Dog
(kneeling)
and his cousin
Scruff (top).
Both are
Explorers in
the costumes.
McGruff and Scruff appear at events throughout the year to
promote the need for crime prevention programs and as part of
the community outreach programs for the Explorer Post.

More than a thousand parents and children spent an
afternoon at Whispering Pines Park swatting tennis balls
with big golf clubs, playing games and answering questions
about their hopes and dreams.
It was the kickoff event for Kids at Hope in Port St. Lucie,
heralding the start of an initiative to teach every adult
in the vicinity of Windmill Point that all children can
succeed, with no exceptions.
Arising out of a study published in 2006, on how to
prevent gang activities in St. Lucie County, Kids at Hope
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Sheriff ’s Explorer
Robert Grayk (left)
fingerprints a child
at a Kids at Hope
event. Fingerprints
are given to parents.
If the child ever
becomes missing, the
parents can give the
fingerprints to law
enforcement to assist
in an investigation.

promotes the idea that if children feel successful and cared
for, and have a relationship with a good adult in their lives,
they will not fall victim to the typical attraction that draws
children into gangs — the need to belong.
“It’s about finding a dream, talents, skills, goals and hopes
of all children,” said Christine Epps, executive director of
the St. Lucie County Executive Roundtable. “Before they
played a game here today they had to answer a question
about a hope or a dream or a talent. Many had never
spoken out loud about these before.”
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Inmate Programs …

an integral component of jail management

By Trevor Morganti, Classification Manager

I

t is Wednesday
afternoon, April
28, and on this
day guests are pouring
into the jail chapel,
including
judges,
public
defenders,
college
professors,
law
enforcement
officials and others
who are either curious
or supportive of the
efforts
of
certain
inmates at the jail.

Public Defender Diamond Litty speaks to inmates at a graduation
ceremony for inmate self-improvement and educational programs.

Fifty inmates are sitting within their specific program
group, wearing either a uniform or a white jacket with a
red chef ’s hat and looking nervous as to what is about to
happen. At the back of the chapel is the color guard, and
on stage are guest speakers, our chaplain, and the master of
ceremonies preparing for the start of the event.
This is the graduation ceremony for the inmates at the
St. Lucie County jail who have completed an educational
or behavioral modification program. During this event,
they will be called to the front of the chapel and given a
certificate for their completion of the program.
In 2009, 382 inmates completed programs in substance
abuse, culinary arts, high school diploma, or spiritual
learning at no extra cost to the county taxpayers. All these
inmates volunteered to participate, and a record of positive
behavior was a requirement.
The Sheriff ’s Office already had established a partnership
with the Public Defender’s Office for a community reentry program. The next step was to create a substance
abuse program so the re-entry inmates could get the
help they needed before being released back into the
community. The Public Defender and the jail’s medical
provider (Prison Health Services) jointly hired a certified
addictions professional and support staff to create a 90-day
therapeutic community program within the jail.
The culinary arts and spiritual learning programs soon
followed, and the high school general equivalency diploma
program was expanded. Last year, 89 inmates received a
general equivalency diploma.
These programs presented no cost to the jail budget. For
example, the 12 week-long culinary program is funded
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and instructed by our
food service provider
(Aramark),
and
the spiritual learning
program is coordinated
through
Chaplain
Dave Thompson and
his volunteers from the
religious community,
who teach, counsel and
prepare the inmates for
eventual release back
into the community.

Why do we choose to implement these programs
at our jail?
If you look at what is driving crime nationally and in our
community, it is not surprising to learn that about 85
percent of our inmates who committed crimes had an
attachment to drugs or alcohol. In addition, most have no
formal education, and the younger inmates have few job
skills. Statistically, the rehabilitation success rate for addicts
is alarmingly low. Only 20 percent succeed the first time.

However, if we are successful in treating just 20 percent
of our program inmates, it will reduce costs to our budget.
Likewise, the culinary program teaches a job skill and
sends the inmates out the door with state certification in
food service and a better chance for employment.
The spiritual learning program directs the inmates to a
house of worship with those volunteers who have come
to know the inmate during their volunteer time in the
program. In addition, they now have a community to help
them through an often difficult transition back into society.
For the jail staff, it is an effective management tool.
Idle inmates are often agitated and uncompromising, as
opposed to inmates who are involved with constructive
programming. They tend to be focused and better behaved
in general. Thus the programs become an incentive for
positive behavior, as evidenced by our monthly statistics
that show a major reduction in the amount of assaults on
staff and inmates within the last five years.
Jail programs have contributed to effective jail management,
lowered crime, reduced jail costs, lowered recidivism and
built lasting and positive community relationships.
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Correctional Officers …

fulfill a critical role in the justice system

M

any young children are told by their parents that
only bad people go to jail. While this is partly
true, there is another group of people that pass
through the steel gates every day: the correctional officers.
Most people do not know the inner workings of a jail other
than what they have seen and heard on television and in
movies. Strangely, popular culture spends large amounts
of time and energy exploring the character complexities of
criminals, while mindlessly portraying correctional officers
as the bad guys.

Correctional officers are depicted as heartless thugs,
mindless barbarians, and onedimensional characters without
any redeeming qualities. These
inaccurate
and
insensitive
images of officers can be found
in the writings of Jack Abbot’s
“In the Belly of the Beast” or
Stephen Hunter’s “Pale Horse
Coming,” and in films like
“Cool Hand Luke,” “Brubaker,”
and “Shawshank Redemption.”
There is, of course, the other side
that portrays the clumsy, careless,
simple-minded “jailer” in shows
like “The Andy Griffin Show.”
Correctional officers are around
men and women 24 hours a day
who have proven they cannot or
will not follow the basic rules of
normal society. We get to know
their bullying, unique body
language, even their bathroom
and eating habits. Correctional
officers spend so much time with
these people that we often know
more about the inmates than
their own family and friends.

During a tour of duty, we are
not just correctional officers. We
also are called upon to be police
officers, suicide guards, nurses,
counselors, mail carriers and
more.
It takes a special person to care
for people in a place that is
unpleasing and is designed to
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by Deputy Ellis Alexander

be a deterrent, where the very people you are mandated
to provide for show their appreciation by spitting in your
face, hitting you, cursing you, or throwing urine and feces
at you, all the while knowing you must by law maintain a
professional attitude and refrain from acts of revenge.

Even though it may be human nature to hold ill feelings
toward murderers, drug dealers and sex offenders, we must
put personal feelings aside when dealing with these people,
since ultimately we are responsible for their safety and
well-being.

During the course of my career, I have been called many
things, from “cage kicker,” “turnkey,”
“B.O.S.S.” (“stupid son of a b*** h”
spelled backwards), to “a wannabe
cop.”
I have cut men down who were
hanging from their cell bars. I have
had men’s blood on my hands from
cuts that were self-inflicted. I have
seen men beaten and battered so
badly they could not be recognized
even with a photo held next to their
faces.

The fact of the matter is that few
kids grow up saying they want to
work in a prison. Nevertheless,
as correctional officers, we play a
critical role in the administration of
justice by making the ruling of the
court a reality in a way that allows
people in our society to sleep safely
at night.
I once heard the saying,“Correctional
officers are doing time, too,” and I
agreed with this early in my career.
Now, I disagree.
Correctional officers should not be
compared with the people courts
have ordered to be confined in jail.

We choose to come here every day
and deal with the potential dangers
that may come our way.

As correctional officers we are not
doing time. We are professionals
doing a job, and that is enough.
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Sheriff ’s Office Honors 10 year old girl …

for saving Aunt’s life

The St. Lucie County Sheriff ’s Office Aug. 12 honored its youngest
award recipient in memory: 10-year-old Shannon Sears.
Shannon was in the front seat of her aunt Daucia Duncan’s Toyota
Sequoia June 16 when Ms. Duncan blacked out behind the wheel
at U.S. 1 and Savanna Club Road. The car went through the
intersection, where the traffic light was red, and hit another car.
The Sequoia accelerated because Ms. Duncan’s foot was still on
the accelerator.
That was when Shannon grabbed the steering wheel and was able
to steer the car clear of other vehicles before the car came to rest
after hitting two utility poles and a decorative wall.
Injuries were minor.
Sheriff Mascara noted that Shannon’s quick thinking undoubtedly
saved lives and prevented serious injury.

Ten-year-old Shannon Sears receives life saving award from Sheriff Mascara.

Awards …

1st Quarter Awards

Administration/Law Enforcement
Supervisor of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jim Defonzo
Detective of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Gajewski
Detention Civilian of the Quarter . . . . . . Trevor Morganti
Detention Deputy of the Quarter . . . . . . . Charisse Nixon
Detention Supervisor of the Quarter  . . . . . . . . Bob Hasse
Patrol Operations Deputy of the Quarter . . . . . Alex Feola
Patrol Support Deputy of the Quarter  . . . . . Ron Messina
Volunteer of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Sheil

2nd Quarter Awards

Administration/Law Enforcement
Supervisor of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harry Wells
Civilian of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marcella Schwartz
Detective of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jen Waters
Detention Civilian of the Quarter . . . . . . . . .  John Keaney
Detention Deputy of the Quarter . . . . . . .  Tracy Gillespie
Patrol Operations
Deputy of the Quarter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glenn Cooper
Patrol Support
Deputy of the Quarter  . . . . . . Roxanne Bourbonniere
Volunteer of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Fauth
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3rd Quarter Awards

Administration/ Law Enforcement
Supervisor of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . Danny Parrett
Civilian of the Quarter . . .  Dawn Jones, Rene Diefendorf

Detective of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Wentz

Detention Civilian of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . Sally Mullins

Detention Deputy of the Quarter . . . . . . Michael Morales
Patrol Operations Deputy of the Quarter . . Nathan Evans

Patrol Support Deputy of the Quarter  . . . Robert Howell,
		
Diederich Hueck
Volunteer of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Warren Allen

4th Quarter Awards

Civilian of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Roy

Civilian Supervisor of the Quarter  . . . . . . . . . Jean Bridges
Detective of the Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Keith Pearson
Detention Civilian of the Quarter . . . . . .  Heather Jackson
Detention Deputy of the Quarter . . . . . James Willingham

Patrol Operations Deputy of the Quarter . . . . Dan Repole

Patrol Support Deputy of the Quarter  . . . Mildred Brown
ST. LUCIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Yearly Awards
Admin./Law Enforcement
Supervisor of the Year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harry Wells
Civilian of the Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anita Dalia
Civilian Supervisor of the Year . . . . . . . . Trevor Morganti
Detective of the Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jen Waters
Detention Civilian of the Year . . . . . . . .  Heather Jackson

Detention Deputy of the Year  . . . . . . . . . Charisse Nixon
Detention Supervisor of the Year . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Hasse
Patrol Operations Deputy of the Year  . . . . Glenn Cooper
Patrol Support Deputy of the Year . . . . . . Mildred Brown
Volunteer of the Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Sheil

Miscellaneous Awards
Life Saving

Basilio Aviles • Joe Bell • Kevin Carter • Michael Debevec • Candace Flores • Eddie Hicks • Matthew Iles • Justin Jackson
Robert Lee • Toby Long • David Maliglowka • Mark Phillips • Eric Rodriguez • Mark Sarvis • Tony Savage
Kenneth Smith • Natalie Smith • David Snow • Scott Vajanyi • Ken Waters • Tina Weikert • Richard Young

Exceptional Duty
Gary Gonsalves

Commendation

Rob Barton • Dave Brooks • Tony Cavallaro • Chris Cicio • Mark Colangelo • Nick Cutrone • Jim DeFonzo
Scott DeMichael • George Emerson • Adam Goodner • Wes Harbin • Bob Hasse • Gregg Hayford • Chris Hazellief
Brian Hester • Tiffinie Larkins • Kevin Lindstadt • Cindy Long • Tracy Matteson • Paul McNesky • Troy Norman
Luis Padilla • John Parow • Danny Parrett • Rob Pettit • Dan Prestridge • Jeff Serafini • Steve Sessoms • Mike Sheelar
Luke Sparkman • Tina Speicker • Rick Stuhr • Paul Taylor • Chris VanDeventer • Scott Wells • Matt Woods

Distinguished Service Award

Tony Cavallaro • Ben Deblieck • Gregg Hayford • Troy Hetzer • Rigoberto Iglesias • Dieusener Joseph
Pete Lamborghini • Sergio Lopez • Clay Mangrum • Kurt Mittwede • Evens Paulvil • Jeff Serafini
Cedric Sotomayor • Andrew Stewart • Joe Trevisol • Jeff Ward • Matt Woods • Rich Ziarkowski

Unit Citations
Day Shift 1:

James Abel • Joseph Acosta • Ellis Alexander • Charles Badger • Richard Blaszka • Kieta Bennett • Laurie Brennan
David Cabrera • Phaedrea Campbell • Anthony Celano • Christopher Cheslock • Salvatore Ciccone
Marguerite Dulcio Joseph • Frank Esposito • Franklin Ferencz • Candace Flores • Ronald Foss • Edward Gonzalez
Jerime Harless • Johnny Henry • Michael Hocker • Michael Holshouser • Jeffrey Jackson • Timothy Jones • Leroy Joslin
Jerry Knight • Yolanda Lattimore • Frank Locascio • Sidney Long • Ramon Lopez • Sharon McClelland • Corey McCuen
Jason Meizinger • Kendall Mitchell • Michael Morales • James Mullins • Dwayne Newton • Charisse Nixon
Marisol Padilla-Ferencz • Justin Parker • Kevin Perkins • Mark Phillips • Anthony Pierce • Michael Profitt
Yasheka Ridley • Eric Rodriguez • Robert Russell • Jason Selph • Sandra Shinn • Brian Shackley • Andrew Silverberg
James Soto • Alisia Souter • David Teason • Matthew Van Etten • John Weber • Wayne Weseman • Peggy Wesley
James Willingham • Timothy Ziegler • Steven Giordano
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Night 2 Operations

Willie Perry • Ezell Cooper • Ed Johnson • Tom Siegert • Jerome Brinson • Demon Blackshell • Marty Burkleo
Jeff Feliciano • W. T. Hamilton • Marcel Hosein • Shazaam Hussain • Denetta Johnson • Willie Jones • James Krause
Amber Lalama • Clifford Lamm • Siedah Lesesne • Eritessie McKenzie • Scott Miers • William Morgan • Nelson Ojeda
Donald Palfrey • David Rescigno • Stephan Sales • Walter Scott • Brian Shackley • Kenrick Thomas
Maria Titherington • Anthony Vallone • Michael Wendt • Clinton Williams • Matthew Wright

Explorer Post 400

Sal Anicito • David Leigh • Debra Wesley • Jerri Anicito • Howard Dunn, Jr. • Bill Majorossy
Ashlee Mayr • Lou Rausch • John Salvesen • Anthony Stott • Jessica Stott

C.I.T.

Stephanie Lyons • Brian Buchko • Gary DeShon • Ed Johnson • Jim Mullins • Tom Siegert • Stan Sokolowski
Ellis Alexander • Wayne Anderson • Basilio Aviles • Laurie Brennan • Frank Esposito • Jose Estrada • David Felix
Michael Gargan • Tracy Gillespie • Steven Giordano • Edward Gonzalez • Thomas Henrich • Scott Holshouser
Justin Jackson • Timothy Jones • Scott Kaler • Judith Kelly • Clifford Lamm • Kenny Leedham • Neil Lettman
Jason Lyda • Sharon McClelland • David Maliglowka • Dwayne Newton • Charisse Nixon • Donald Palfrey
Michael Perez • Anthony Pierce • Peter Rich • Jason Selph • Donald Shirley • Alisia Souter • Theresa Stanton
David Streeter • Joel Tavares • Brian Tufte • Kimberly Tipton • Curtis Webb • Wayne Weseman • Clinton William

Appreciation Plaque
Glenn Weaver

Florida Sheriffs Association – Lifetime Member
Paula Mascara • Bucky Walters

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches

Barry Boger • Jean Bridges • Dave Brooks • Jeff Buchanan • Marie Brazas • Kevin Carter • Bill Cooke • Scott DeMichael
Bob DiMarco • Carolyn Dodge • Doug Hardie • Larry Hostetler • Adam Goodner • Kevin Lindstadt • Mary McCaffrey
Kurt Mittwede • Mike Muller • Frank Pellegrini • Derrick Peterson • Shelia Randazzo • Charlie Scavuzzo • Steve Sessoms
Mike Sheelar • David Smith • Neil Spector • Don Spivey • Rick Stuhr • Pat Walsh • Jamie Wills • Richard Young

Miscellaneous

Dave Caglioni – Mothers Against Drunk Driving – DUI +100
Chris Gordineer – Victim Impact Panel
Lucius Harris – Hundred Club of St. Lucie County – Corrections Deputy of the Year
Pete Lamborghini – Mothers Against Drunk Driving – DUI + 100
Keith Pearson – American Legion Stephen N. Gladwin Post 40 – Deputy of the Year
Keith Pearson – Port St. Lucie Elks Lodge #2658 – Deputy of the Year
Steve Sessoms – Hundred Club of St. Lucie County – Deputy of the Year
David Snow – Victim Impact Panel
St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office – St. Lucie County HR Association – 2010 St. Lucie County Best Places to Work Award
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ST. LUCIE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Members of the Sheriff’s Office raise money and collect food and toys each year to benefit needy families at Christmastime.

Phone Numbers

All Emergencies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 1 1
Calls for other services:
Sheriff’s Office Switchboard . . . . . . . . . . 462-7300
Headquarters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 462-7300
4700 West Midway Road
Fort Pierce, FL 34981-4825
Port St. Lucie Office
St. Lucie West
250 NW Country Club Drive
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986
Crime Prevention Programs . . . . . . . . .  871-5303
Crime Stoppers Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 871-5359
or  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-273-8477
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-273-TIPS
Sheriff Mascara’s Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 462-3205

Copy of incident report . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Gun permit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Identification (fingerprints) . . . . . . . . . . .
Records  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Information for
Subpoenas or civil papers  . . . . . . . . .
or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Warrants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

462-3299
462-3214
462-3277
462-3299
462-3265
462-3214
462-3307
462-3219

Volunteer programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 871-5303
School Resource deputy program . . . . .  462-3264
Booking information on jail inmates . . . 
or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Patrol Operations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Criminal Investigations (detectives)  . . . 

462-3450
462-3414
462-3281
462-3230

http://www.stluciesheriff.com
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Children participate
in the
School Resource Deputy
Spring Break Camp

St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office
Ken J. Mascara, Sheriff
4700 West Midway Road
Fort Pierce, FL 34981-4825

http://www.stluciesheriff.com

