A Message from Your Sheriff:

If you have been the victim of
Domestic Violence, it is important that
you take a moment to read the contents
of this brochure. I would like to make
you aware of certain rights that are
available to you.

First, you have the right to file a
criminal complaint against the person
that has abused you. You should file your
complaint with the St. Lucie County
Sheriff’s Office.

You also have the right to file a petition
requesting an injunction for protection
against domestic violence be issued
against your abuser. This injunction may
include, but is not limited to, provisions
which restrain the abuser from further
acts of abuse.

The St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office
1s concerned that all residents are aware
of their right to protection against
domestic violence. Please call us if we
can be of assistance.

WHAT DoOES THE LAW SAY?

“IF YOU ARE THE VICTIM OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, you may ask
the State Attorney to file a criminal
complaint. You also have the right to go
to court and file a petition requesting an
Injunction for Protection from domestic
violence which may include, but need not
be limited to, provisions which restrain
the abuser from further acts of abuse;
direct the abuser to leave your
household; prevent the abuser from
entering your residence, school, business,
or place of employment, award you
custody of your minor child or children;
and direct the abuser to pay support to
you and the minor children if the abuser
has a legal obligation to do so.”

WHAT 1s DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?

“Domestic violence” means any
assault, aggravated assault, battery,
aggravated battery, sexual assault, sexual
battery, stalking, aggravated stalking,
false imprisonment, kidnapping, or any
criminal offense resulting in physical
injury or death of one family member
by another family or household
member.

“Family or household member”
means spouses, former spouses, persons
related by blood or marriage, persons
who are presently residing together as
if a family or who have resided together
in the past as if a family, and persons
who are parents of a child in common
regardless of whether they have been
married. With the exception of persons
who have a child in common, the family

or household member must be
currently residing or have in the past
resided together in the same single
dwelling unit.

FroripA’s DoMESTIC VIOLENCE
Laws CAN HeELP You!!

....1f you are being physically abused
by a family or household member (as
defined earlier).

The ST. LUCIE COUNTY
SHERIFF’'S OFFICE and the judiciary
of St. Lucie County are here to assist you
in your time of need. This special law in
Florida allows you to

(1) have your abuser arrested if
deemed appropriate by the investigating
deputy, and

(2) to get a judge to ORDER the abuser
to STOP hurting you.

WHAT WiLL THE DEPUTY DO
FOR ME?

* Assist you in obtaining medical
treatment related to the incident.

« Advise you that there is a domestic
violence center where you can receive
services.

* Give you immediate notice of the legal
rights and remedies available to you.

* Make a written police report which will
clearly indicate that the alleged offense
was an incident of domestic violence.

* Obtain sworn, written statements from

the victim and witnesses concerning
the alleged domestic violence.

* Collect any evidence that is essential
to your case and take photographs of
any injuries you received.

When appropriate, the investigating
deputy will arrest your abuser, pursuant
to Florida State Statute 901.15(7) (a).
Whenever the deputy deems it would be
appropriate to arrest the abuser, but is
not able to locate the abuser, the deputy
will submit an affidavit which may be
forwarded to the State Attorney’s Office.
The State Attorney’s Office would then
review the case and make a decision
whether or not a warrant will be issued
for the arrest of your abuser.

WHAT CAN THE JUDGE DO FOR
MEg?

The paper that starts the whole
process is called a Petition for Injunction
for Protection Against Domestic
Violence. The petition explains your
story to the judge and tells the judge who
you need protection from and exactly
what protection you feel you need.

After you file your petition, the judge
can sign a Temporary or Permanent
injunction, or both. Either type of
Injunction will tell the abuser that he/
she can no longer be violent toward you.
A Temporary Injunction can be obtained
on the same day you file your Petition,
without a hearing and without the
abuser knowing first. A Temporary
Injunction lasts for a stated period of
time not to exceed 15 days and is given
to you by the judge when you are in
imminent danger of being hurt. The
judge will set a date for a full hearing no
later than the date that the Temporary
Injunction ceases to be effective. A








